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If you are hospitalized and would like Pastor Nancy or Joan
Osborn, The hospital visitor coordinator to know about what is
going on with you, please call the office (219-872-7200),Pastor
Nancy directly on her cell phone (812-584-2418), or Joan.
http://mcindianaumc.org/ , Look for us on Facebook

First United Methodist Church
121 E. 7th, Michigan City, Indiana 46360
219-872-7200/ firstunitedmethodistchurchmc@gmail.com
Rev. Nancy J. Nichols, M.Div., MA

Nancy Notes/Stewardship Letter

Greetings,
Usually in November we plan a stewardship series that focuses on church ministry, financial
need, and the joy of giving. We remind you of the amazing ministry the church has done in the
past year and the great things that are coming next year.
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We know that this year has been a financial struggle for many of us – the church included. So, if
you can give please do. If you can’t give as much, we get it and please don’t feel guilty. If you
can give more, we can use it!
With the help of PPP funds and your ongoing gifts we are making it through. However, if it
wasn’t for the generosity of former members who remembered the church as they were setting
up their wills, we would be facing a much graver situation. If you cannot give now, we ask you to
consider remembering First UMC through legacy (will) giving. We want to be here for the next
generations!
With the help of the Future Fund we have been able to meet our expenses this year. Between a
grant from the Center for Congregations and some additional funds from the Endowment
Fund we’ve purchased the new camera equipment, allowing us to continue bringing a worship
presence into your homes through both Facebook and the TV ministry. As in all things
technological, the cost of this equipment continues to exceed our expectations. Any donations
you would like to make to help cover those costs would be welcome!
(Next Page)
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Nancy Notes/Stewardship Letter Continued

Cindy’s Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 7:30am-2:30pm
If you need to come into the office, make sure that you call the
office first. 219-872-7200. We want to eliminate traffic jams with
the soup kitchen. Also, if you need to come in at a later time we will
make arrangements to meet at the church at your convenance.

Each week we re now sending out Sunday's announcements via
email. You may also find them on the church website. If you are not
getting the emails, please contact the office with your up to date
email address.

Warming Trees

The staff has been amazing! They have all learned how to use Zoom, have attended countless
online meetings and discussion forums seeking new ways of being in ministry during a
pandemic, and have served this church faithfully – often from their dining rooms, living rooms,
and kitchens! Children and youth ministries have continued, Bev continues to bring amazing
music each week, George has started up the Bell Choir again, Carol has kept the building clean,
and Cindy has worked faithfully from home to keep us organized and connected. And the
volunteers have been amazing! We couldn’t do it without you.
And then there is the Soup Kitchen. In early March a combined group from the other soup
kitchens planned for a brief, 6 -8 week shut down of most of the other kitchens while we
prepared meals in our kitchen and served to-go meals from our parking lot. We are now
moving into month 8 without an end in sight. You have all been so supportive. Thank you.
We have covered many of the expenses for this ministry -picking up the cost of trash removal,
water, and utilitites- while other expenses (Erik’s stipend, to go containers, gloves, etc) have
come from other sources (grants, donations, and other churches). The money’s you have
donated to the soup kitchen have been split between our on going expenses and the
downtown emergency soup kitchen funds. Food costs have primarily been covered by food
received from Northern Indiana Food Bank and the USDA and donations. I’m writing this on
October 15th. Yesterday we served 185 meals! We project that if things continue in this
fashion we will serve close to 25,000 meals between March 17th and December 31st!

We will be putting our gloves, scarves, mittens, hats, socks on the trees by
the big parking lot for people to take if they need them. If you would like to
donate some for the trees, you can bring them to the office during business
hours or on Sunday. Thank you for all that you do for our church and
community.

Yes, ministry is continuing. Be a part of it and help! You may give through our on-line giving
on the church website (mcindianaumc.org) or through the mail. Giving envelopes will be
coming soon.

The Church Office Staff

Pastor Nancy

Blessings,

Gathering Opportunities:
Walk About:
Several of us have taken advantage of the Thursday Morning WalkAbout in
Friendship Garden, Thursday Mornings at 9 am. That is half price day at the
Gardens. Please consider joining us as we celebrate God's amazing creation,
exercise, talk together, pray, and just have a basic good time.

Soup Kitchen:
If you can help out in the Soup Kitchen it would be greatly appreciated. There have
been days when Chef Erick has only had 1 or 2 volunteers, and he still makes it
work. All volunteers must wear masks and distancing is possible with some of the
jobs – such as cutting and bagging deserts. If you cannot help in person please
consider donating bottled water or food handling gloves.
You may call or text Chef Erik at 219-243-3331.
Bible Study :
Tuesdays at 3:00. For now we will still be meeting on zoom. Please join us as we
discuss the biblical texts used in the current worship series. If you are interested in
an evening Bible Study please let the church office know or contact Pastor Nancy.

Wednesday Parking Lot Communion:
We will continue offering Parking Lot Communion each Wednesday
evening at 5:40 for as long as the weather will allow us to do so! Come,
gather, refresh at the Lord’s Table, and be safe!
Thursday Evening Discussion Group:
We will continue with the Thursday evening discussion group at 7pm
focusing on current events through the month of November. This is a zoom
gathering. We WILL NOT hold a discussion on Giveback Night or
Thanksgiving.

Angel Tree

For the last two years, this church family has been able to
generously provide Christmas gifts for local children through our
''Star Tree". This year, Covid has affected that program, so we are
partnering with The Salvation Army to provide gifts for local
children through the Angel Tree program. The need is greater than
ever this year. If you know that you would like to help out, but are
attending church virtually right now, please let me know and I will
set aside a tag and make arrangements with you. Thank you for
your continued generosity for the children of our community. Trish
Johnsen 765-490-1994 or trishatchurch@gmail.com
Trish Johnsen
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at First United
Methodist Church
121 E 7th Street Michigan City, IN

Worship Plans November 2020
November begins with All Saints Day. This year it will especially poignant because we
have said good bye to so many for whom we have not yet had funeral or memorial services. All Saints Day can be an opportunity for our community of faith to grieve together
and to reclaim the hope of the Resurrection, even as we acknowledge the legacy that remains from the blessed saints of the church.
The next 3 Sundays will focus on the worship series There is Now (I know, bulky English)! This series will focus on the message of Matthew 25. And then the last Sunday of
November is the beginning of Advent! We don’t know what worship will look like during
Advent and Christmas seasons, but we hope for it to meaningful and beautiful.
November 1 – All Saints Day and Communion
There is Now: These are They
Revelation: 7:9-17

November 8 – Youth Sunday
There is Now: The Shout at Midnight
Matthew 25: 1-13
November 15 – There is Now: Enter into the Joy
Matthew 25: 14-30

November 22 – The Reign of Christ
There is Now: In Christ’s Glory
Matthew 25: 31-46
November 29 – First Sunday of Advent
I Believe Even When: I Believe in the Sun
Mark 1: 1-15 and Isaiah 40: 1-11

Christmas Eve Eve!
Several years ago, Pastor Nancy heard of a church that celebrated
Christmas Eve on December 23rd and thought it a great idea. Several of those
involved in Family Ministry, Worship, and the Music Ministry agree! So,
here is our novel idea for Christmas Eve Eve – we wanted to give you a
heads up!
On December 23rd at 7 PM we will host our first Christmas Eve Eve
Family Worship Service. This will be similar to what we have done in the
past, with worship designed for families and children. At this time, we are
also planning to be live in the sanctuary. It will be livestreamed on Facebook
and posted to the webpage.
There will be more information about this in the December
Crossbeams, but we wanted you to know what we are thinking.
On December 24th we will offer our regular candlelight service. This
too will be both live and livestreamed (we hope). The time for our Christmas
Eve Service has not yet been determined.

If you have small, preferably pre-lit Christmas trees that can be used
in decorating the sanctuary for Advent/Christmas please let
Maryanne Cross know. There is a tentative plan to decorate
following worship on November 22. There will be more information
concerning that.

Advent Plans:
We really don’t know what Advent will look like this year, but our worship plans are based
on this message written during WW2, on the wall of a cellar, by a Jew in the Cologne
concentration camp.
“I believe in the sun
even when it is not shining
And I believe in love,
even when there’s no one there.
And I believe in God,
even when he is silent.
I believe through any trial,
there is always a way
But sometimes in this suffering
and hopeless despair
My heart cries for shelter,
to know someone’s there
But a voice rises within me, saying hold on
my child, I’ll give you strength,
I’ll give you hope. Just stay a little while.
I believe in the sun
even when it is not shining
And I believe in love
even when there’s no one there
But I believe in God
even when he is silent
I believe through any trial
there is always a way.
May there someday be sunshine
May there someday be happiness
May there someday be love
May there someday be peace….”
– Unknown

Homebound
As we view the beautiful colors of Fall we thank God for the many wonderful blessings he
has given to us. We thank him for our friends and family who have continued to be our
support through the years.
There is no one who knows the outcome of what is going to happen but God, and hopefully
it gives all of us peace to know there is a power above.
Maybe you feel drawn to reading the Bible during this unique life we are now living. Who
knew what a great blessing it would be to read the Bible more. I like to just open the Bible
and start reading it wherever it opens up. Have you found that the same verse(s) have a
different meaning than before in your life?
The Bible gives us lessons to live by; our friends and family did the same. Try to reflect on
the best advice a parent(s) gave you. Was the advice similar to God's teaching?
Two memories I have from about the age of 5 was that my Dad picked me up and placed
me on the counter in our kitchen and tied my shoes. He said "Don't you think it is about
time you learned to tie your shoes?" and then the same situation occurred and I was on
the counter looking directly into my Dad's eyes and he said "Don't you think it is about time
that you learned the Lord's prayer?" When my Dad spoke to me, I definitely listened and
trust me I learned both, to tie my shoes and to be able to know word by word the Lord's
Prayer.
Do you think our Father in heaven is trying to speak to us now? Is he saying "Don't you
think it is about time that you . . . . ?" Maybe each of us need to fill in the blank. What
does God want us to learn now? If only we could listen and immediately respond to what
he wants us to do.
Thanks to the many people who continue to be ministering to our friends in Retirement
Facilities, and in their homes. The numbers have grown - so many of us are just staying
safe and not getting out. If you would like to be added to our list of members who are
Homebound; just call me at 219-363-0103 or email me at: judycommers@gmail.com
Remember the children's song: The BIBLE yes that's the book for me, I stand alone on the
word of God I close wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Bible reading!
God be with you all!
Judy Commers

Dear Friends in Christ:
OK, we had our first GIVEBACK since COVID-19 began. It is under our belt so to speak. While we
understand that infections are on the rise it is also important to fellowship together, so we are setting up
times through the end of the year. Hopefully, you will consider joining us at Galveston’s.

MEMORIALS
In Loving Memory of
Steve Beardslee

The second give back will also be in support of the Community Soup Kitchen being hosted by our church.
As stated multiple times during our virtual services we are feeding up to 180 people each day and need
assistance to provide the needed funds to purchase packaging, spices and the many items not available
from the Northwest Indiana Food Bank or the Citizens Concerned for the Homeless Food Recovery
program.
So, we will again be holding a Give Back at Galveston’s on November 19, beginning with the opening of
their doors at 4PM. Masks are required to enter, your temperature will be checked and, when found
acceptable, you will be seated. Tables are arranged to provide the needed “social distancing”
requirements. All servers are masked and checked daily to ensure that their health conforms to
requirements set forth by the CDC task force and the State of Indiana.
Reservations are no longer accepted. It is on a first come, first serve basis.
Tables of ten are available and once seated those comfortable with removing their masks may do so at
their respective tables. However, should you decide to move around in the restaurant to speak with
others, use the facilities or to leave the restaurant you will be required to mask up once again.
Galveston’s is being very gracious in re-opening this opportunity to our church so attendance which
benefits both our church, and our “host” is important. Please make every effort to attend.

Patty Mershon Schaefer
Larry & Janice Mitchell

In Loving Memory of
Jennifer Beardeslee Crawford
John & Karen VanderWagen

In Loving Memory of

Carol Gilbert
Tom & Ann Berg

In Loving Memory of
Diana Chambers

Yours in Christ,
Karen and John

(To Soup Kitchen)
Kathy Granzow

By the way, the next time you are in LaPorte please take a moment to stop by Erik Tannehill’s new
restaurant called The Melt (across from the Court House in LaPorte). Erik has been the chef providing the
coordination for the community soup kitchen throughout the pandemic while beginning his new business
and deserves our support too.

Libby Pollock
Julie Roberts
Larry & Donna Stradtner
Valerie Heinz

Lorraine Barr

Pastor Parish Pumpkin Patch

