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If you are hospitalized and would like Pastor Nancy or Joan
Osborn, The hospital visitor coordinator to know about what is
going on with you, please call the office (219-872-7200),Pastor
Nancy directly on her cell phone (812-584-2418), or Joan.
http://mcindianaumc.org/ , Look for us on Facebook

 Nancy’s Notes 
This morning, January 7th, I called my friend Michael to check in with him. Yesterday was his
birthday. It is a day that he will now share, forever, with the memory of an angry mob invading
the US Capitol, while members of the Congress sheltered in place grabbing gas masks until they
could be removed to places of safety. It is a day when the very tenet of democracy, a free vote
leading to a peaceful transition of power, was challenged. And, while waving confederate flags
that symbolize hatred of an entire race of God’s beloved children, people, many of whom claim
to be Christian, cheered. Michael reminded me that maybe it is appropriate that these events
happened on January 6th, Epiphany, a day when we celebrate the Light of Christ that exposes
what we either cannot see or do not want to.
And so, I am left to ask what the events of January 6th exposed about me.
I confess that I have often been afraid of being called partisan when I do not confront the evil
that is white supremacy and systemic racism.
I confess that I have not spoken out about the fear of the other when I see it in our community,
our denomination, our church, and our lives.
I confess that I choose to remain silent rather than speak out when issues of injustice reign in our
world, our country, and our community.
I confess that I often take the path of silence rather than speaking truth to power.
I confess that I dream of being a prophet but too often go along to keep a false peace.
I confess that I am not the Christian leader that God calls me to be.
And I am sorry.
And I am left to ask what the events of January 6th exposed about our denomination and our
church. Here are some random thoughts.
We allow others to tell us what is Christian rather than determining, with study, prayer, thoughtful
reason, and experience what it means to be Jesus followers.
We fall back on what we were taught as children, or even last year, rather than allowing God’s
living word to grow in us and open us to a deeper faith journey.
We leave our ministry behind the walls of the church rather than reaching out beyond our comfort levels to offer hope to our world.
We often confuse what it means to be an American with what it means to be Christian.
We focus on personal salvation rather than seeing that we are saved for doing justice, loving
kindness, and walking humbly with our God.
We allow differences in people and cultures to separate us rather than drawing strength from
one another in our diversity.
And we often do not even know how to pray…
And so, I pray:
Holy God give us the courage to be your faithful followers in this world that so needs to be
cleansed by the light of your love. May we walk in uncomfortable paths as we become partners
with you in exposing the powers and principalities that separate your beloved community, one
from another. Grant us courage for the living of these days.

Amen

Homebound January/February 2021 continued
My story is probably what happened in numerous situations, the families
weren’t able to visit and the wonderful medical staff took over performing not
just the medical care but becoming the family. I was told by the head nurse
that my Mother near the end of her life took her hands and put them on the
nurse’s face and said “my friend”.

We can look at the sad times of 2020 or reflect on how God has provided
by sending people to us when we needed them. Thanks to all our Homebound
friends who educate us on how to live truly gracious lives. We appreciate you,
and after we were told to stay home - we now have a better understanding of
what it means to be Home bound.
If you know of someone who is moving or would like cards or a visit –
please call me at 219-363-0103 or email me at: judycommers@gmail.com
We pray that 2021 will become a truly wonderful joy filled year.
God Bless Each and every one,
Judy Commers

Homebound January/February 2021

THOUGHTS FROM YOUR HUMBLE MUSICIAN
no, not George . . .

Remember the saying “Hindsight’s always 2020”? – meaning you can
always see things so much clearer after you have gone through them. We now
have the hindsight of 2020 having lived through it. So, we probably won’t use
this saying any more, and definitely won’t want to go back to 2020.

As was most everything in 2020, Christmas Eve was - our official word of the
year? UNPRECEDENTED. It was AMAZINGLY WONDERFUL nonetheless, with
people gathered outside the church, first in cars to worship, and then safely
distanced and - in the official attire of the season? - MASKED, who sang from their
hearts to celebrate the birth of our Savior.

Many words can be used and have been used to describe what 2020 was
like, unique, unbelievable and on it goes. I think this past year was a time to
reflect on the life we live and those lives we treasure. As we were stuck at
home, we realized how we valued our home, our family, and our friends. We
had a wake up call on slowing down and evaluating the significance of what
really was important in our lives. How thankful we should be for this slowing
down experience.
Also 2020 brought out the caring nature of so many people and we will
forever be grateful for their kindness.
As I write this article, I was taken back to June 18, when I arrived to visit
my Mother. As I entered her room, I jokingly said “Your favorite daughter is
here” of course trying to get her to smile at me. A nurse was by her side and
looked at me like who do you think you are? I also said “Oh, Mother you are
going to be upset when you see the marks all over your table.” Immediately, I
came back to the true picture which was that Mother gave me no response and
was not going to care about her table anymore. A couple of days later, while
moving her furniture out of her room the nurse apologized for the marks on
the table. I told her it wasn’t a problem and showed her a video of 3 great
grandchildren building a play area using “GG’s table”. When I looked back; I
saw what mattered, the marks probably were from a hot tray placed on the
table while a nurse ate with Mother thinking that they could talk and maybe
Mother would eat. Or maybe the nurse ate her lunch in Mother’s room so she
could have another person with her.
Continued

With the organ at full blast (ALWAYS WANTED TO DO THAT!!), and the
windows open so all could hear, it was one of the most JOYOUS CELEBRATIONS
that I have ever experienced on Christmas Eve.
Yes, it was completely different than what we are used to. Yes, Silent Night
at ffff (really, really loud in music-speak) is somewhat contraindicated. Yes, it
sucked to not be able to be together in person with all of you that we love so
dearly. BUT, we welcomed the promise of hope, peace and joy in the birth of the
One that remains our hope, peace and joy. We remembered that cold winter's
night that was so deep - and so very, very special.
Anyone in for way more singing in 2021? I'll crank that thing anytime . . . .
Happy New Year, Everyone, and let's get on with 2021!
Lots of love,
Bev!

On the Sunday after Christmas we held an
ugly sweater contest during worship.
Although it was a close competition, Joe
won with his scientific themed dinosaur
sweater. He takes the prize until next year!

Ministry Opportunities
Soup Kitchen
If you can help out in the Soup Kitchen it would be greatly appreciated. There have been
days when Chef Erick has only had 1 or 2 volunteers, and he still makes it work.
All volunteers must wear masks and distancing is practiced as much as possible. Some of the
jobs – such as cutting and bagging deserts- can be totally distanced. If you cannot help in
person please consider donating bottled water or food handling gloves.
You may call or text Chef Erik at 219-243-3331.

Cindy’s Office Hours
Cindy is in the office Monday.-Thursday from 7:30 – 2:30. Please call before you come and
refrain from coming during soup kitchen hours – 11:30-1:15. 219-872-7200

Warming Trees

Greetings Ding-a-lings
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year. Just a little update on
what is happening. I am hoping to start bells up just as soon
as we can. We are waiting to see what the church will do.
With the county in the red it is hard to plan ahead. I am keeping all of us in my prayers so hopefully we will all get through
this healthy and back to somewhat normal.
Hope to see you all real soon.
Your Head Ding A Ling
George

We will continue our ministry of the Warming Trees by
providing gloves, scarves, mittens, hats, and socks and
placing them on the trees by the big parking lot for people
to take if they need them. If you would like to donate
some for the trees, you may bring them to the outdoor
communion on Sundays at 11am, place them on the trees
yourselves (please bag in a ziplock) or contact the office
during business hours. Thank you for all you do for our
church and community.
The Church Office Staff

Announcements
We are sending out Sunday's announcements via email. You may also find them on the
church website. If you are not getting the emails, please contact the office with your up to
date email address.

Christmas Eve

Offering Envelopes
The 2021 Offering Envelops have arrived. There are several ways to
receive them. We will be handing them out during outdoor communion
on Sundays at 11am, you may pick them up at the church office during
office hours – 7:30am-11:30am and 1:15pm-2:30pm Monday-Thursday,
or you may make other arrangements by calling the church office.

Ugly Sweater Contest

Best movie reference: George and Pam; most appropriate professional - Candace; Best
back of the closet find - Bev; Best pet reference - Pastor Nancy, Best nod to science Joe, Best formal wear - tied between Steven and Trish...

Wading in the Water of Jesus’ Love

Licorice and Orwell meet at the blessing of the animals

Baby Jesus Zoom Birthday Party

This year in addition to the Advent Wreath we had advent trees!

Worship Plans January/February2021
The church year is a funny thing. It is not always consistent. Oh, Advent always begins 4
Sundays before Christmas Day and Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday following the full
moon that occurs on or just after the spring equinox.
Clear as mud?
Let’s get even more confusing - take the date of Easter, skip back six weeks and go back four
more days to that Wednesday; that's the date of Ash Wednesday - the day that Lent starts.
And Epiphany, when the Magi visited Jesus is always on January 6th. The period after Epiphany can be called either The Sundays after Epiphany or Ordinary Time.
Still with me?
Ordinary Time is called ordinary not because it is ordinary but because it is counted by
ordinal numbers…can we get any more confusing? Let’s be honest. If we follow Jesus
nothing is ordinary anymore for God’s light is seen in the world through the lens of Jesus’
love for us.
Probably.
Whatever we call the season of the church year between January 6th (Epiphany) and February
17th, Ash Wednesday, the Season of Epiphany has always been about seeing how the light
that is Jesus breaks into the world in which we live. But more than seeing it, it is about how
we respond to his invitation to follow. Following Jesus is not once and done. It is the mission
of the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world as we
continue to be made as disciples. That means following Jesus day by day during the ordinary
times regardless of how you count them.
While normally we consider Lent as a time to deepen our discipleship, this year I am asking
that you consider taking this season as almost a pre-Lenten time of discipleship growth. I
have included the scriptures that will lead us Ash Wednesday. I challenge you to read them
daily and ponder and think and act. For those of you who are on email or Facebook I will
share my musings with you.

Worship Plans January/February2021 Cont.
Worship from January 10 until February 14 follows the stories of Jesus and the
disciples as found in the gospel of Mark. What does it mean to follow Jesus, not just
in the first century but in the 21st century? Using the song Wade in the Water as
imagery of how we wade into the depths of Jesus love, how might we carry that love
to others, and share with the world the power of following Jesus.
Come, join us as we worship together each week at 9:30 central time on our
Facebook page, or at any time after that. Even if you don’t do Facebook you can click
on the link that is emailed weekly and still watch, or check out our webpage.
Although we will be into our new worship series by the time you receive this
copy of the Crossbeams I’m including the weekly reading from the Baptism of the
Lord into the first weeks of Lent.
The Rev. Derek Weber from Discipleship Ministries wrote, “You might be asking why we need Lent. After all, we’ve been through the “lentiest Lent that has ever
lented,” as someone said last year. And, in fact, all of 2020 was about as Lenten as
we can imagine…yeah, maybe we can give Lent a miss that this year.”
But there is more to Lent then suffering, self-reflection, and taking on new
and uncomfortable habits. Lent is the liturgical season that prepares us for Easter. It
reminds us what it means to embrace the Resurrected One with a whole and longing
heart. And so, we enter into this period of preparation so that we can eagerly meet
Easter morning with the proclamation: The Lord is Risen, He is Risen indeed.
This year during Lent we will be examining the things that clutter our souls so
that we can clean house to receive the one we call Lord. We will be rending our
hearts (opening up the sore places that need to be exposed to the love of Christ) and
claiming the promises of God. We can only do this by laying aside every weight and
the sin that clings so closely (Hebrews 12:1).
There will be an opportunity for a zoom (at least at first) based study group at
7 on Wednesday evenings as we examine the scriptures that will lead us through the
season.
Continue

Worship Plans January/February2021 Cont.
Ordinary Time: Season After Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord - Tearing Apart the Heavens January 10, 2021 Monday January 11th:
I Samuel 3: 1-20
Tuesday January 12th:
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
Wednesday January 13th: Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
Thursday January 14th:
I Samuel 3:1-20
Friday January 15th:
John 1:43-51
Saturday January 16th:
I Corinthians 6:12-20

Mark 1:4-11

Second Sunday after the Epiphany – Anything Good January 17, 2021 - John 1:4351
Monday January 18th:
Jonah3:1-4
Tuesday January 19th:
Jonah3: 5-10
Wednesday January 20th: I Corinthians 7:29-31
Thursday January 21st:
Mark 1:14-15
Friday January 22nd:
Mark 1:16-20
Saturday January 23rd:
Psalm 62:5-12
Third Sunday after the Epiphany – Follow Me January 24, 2021 - Mark 1:14-20
Monday January 25th:
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Tuesday January 26th:
Psalm 111
Wednesday January 27th:
Psalm 111
Thursday January 28th:
I Corinthians 8:1-6
Friday January 29th:
I Corinthians 8:7-13
Saturday January 30th:
Mark 1:21-28
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany – What Have You to Do with Us? January 31, 2021 Mark 1:21-28
Monday February 1st:
Mark 1:29-39
Tuesday February 2nd:
I Corinthians 1:9-16
Wednesday February 3rd:
Isaiah 40:21-26
Thursday February 4th:
Isaiah 40:27-31
Friday February 5th:
Psalm 147:1-11, 20
Saturday February 6th:
Mark 1:29-39
Continue

Red Cross Blood Drive
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany – She Began to Serve February 7, 2021 - Mark 1:29-39
Monday February 8th:
II Kings 2:1-12
Tuesday February 9th:
II Kings 2:1-12
Wednesday February 10th: II Corinthians 4:3-6
Thursday February 11th:
Psalm 50:1-2
Friday February 12th:
Psalm 50:3-6
Saturday February 13th:
Mark 9:2-9
Transfiguration Sunday – But Only Jesus February 14, 2021 - Mark 9:2-9
Monday February 15th:
II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Tuesday February 16th:
Psalm 51:1-17

Worship during Lent
Ash Wednesday
February 17th
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Thursday February 18th:
Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785)
Friday February 19th:
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Saturday February 20th
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 21: This is the Sign
Theme: We begin Lent with the Sign of the Covenant
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756)
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15
February 28: Walk Before Me
Theme: The renaming of Abram and Sarai: Taking on new identity.
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31 (UMH 752)
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38

The next Red Cross Blood Drive at First UMC will be held on Saturday, January
23rd from 10:00-4:00. You may book a donation time by calling 1-800-REDCROS
(733-2767) or signing up online at redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code
fumcmc. The need for blood continues to be crucial. At this time elective
surgeries are still being scheduled, folks still get in car accidents, and cancer
patients are still receiving treatment but the amount of blood donors is dropping
as folks stay at home. We can safely donate using physical distance, masking,
and healthy hand hygiene. Remember your 3 W’s: Wash You Hands, Wear Your
Mask, Watch Your Distance.

