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Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
February 17, 2021 

based on materials from Discipleship Resources UMC 

 
 
Introduction  
You might be asking why we need Lent. After 
all, we’ve been through the “lentiest Lent that 
has ever lented,” as someone said last year. 
And, in fact, all of 2020 was about as Lenten 
as we can imagine. Sackcloth and ashes-
worthy, tearing of the garments and repenting 
in the dust; yeah, been there, done that, still 
wearing what’s left of the t-shirt. And self-
reflection? What else were you going to do 
during the months’ long pandemic and lock-
down? Physical distancing brought out a lot of 
introspection, don’t you think? Yeah, maybe 
we can give Lent a miss this year. 
 
Except, maybe there is more to Lent than the 
suffering that we’ve endured. Maybe there is 
more than the reflection and analysis that we 
are prone to doing. Certainly, these are tools 
and techniques, practices that we have used 
and continue to use to achieve the ends that 
Lent calls us to claim. But as always, it is the 
end and not the means that defines the 

season for followers of Jesus. 
 

So, what is the end of the season of Lent? Why do we have this period of preparation, of fasting and 
self-denial, of repentance and confession, of putting our spiritual house in order? Simply so that we 
can be prepared for Easter. Lent is about embracing the Resurrected One with a whole and longing 
heart. 

What we discover as we make those preparations is that there are so many things that get in the way 
of our true embrace of the risen Christ. Some of those things are external, but many of them are 
internal. They are habits and preferences and inclinations that clutter our souls. So, the season of 
Lent comes along to give us space and appropriate reminders that we need to clean house to receive 
the one we call Lord. 

This year you are invited to tear out the things that are in the way of truly following Christ, either by 
giving something up or adding a discipline (or both), and to claim the promise of the life Christ 
describes and lives out before us. Both will lead us to embrace the joy of the life of faith. 

We do not need to be somber, but we are called to be intense as we bring ourselves to the fullness of 
the Resurrection and live as disciples of Jesus. 
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You may be joining us on zoom or you may be participating in this service on your own.  I invited you 
to create a worship space using symbols of rending and claiming.  Certainly, ashes are appropriate 
(please do not mix with water unless you are making lye soap). But also, bulbs that can be planted and 
watched over, seeds in a pot of dirt (dust), anointing oil, and even beach glass that reminds us that God 
takes what often appears to be ugly and creates something beautiful from it are all appropriate. A hand 
mirror, where you can watch yourself (or someone else in your home) mark your forehead with ashes, 
and where you can see your reflection as a beloved child of God may also be used. The zoom link will 
be found at the end of this service. 

 
Call to Worship for the Start of Lent 
 
Turn away from the calls of worldly success 
Repent, and turn back to God. 
Turn away from the desire to have what everyone else has 
Repent, and turn back to God. 
Turn away from greed and the race for power 
Repent, and turn back to God. 
As we enter Lent, may we turn back to God 
May we seek forgiveness, 
may we seek healing, 
may we seek wholeness. 
May our hearts be renewed in this time of worship. 
                                                                                                                                                         written by Rev. Mindi and posted on Rev-o-lution. 
 

Psalm 51:1-17 
O God, have mercy on me! 
 
Because of your love and your great compassion, wipe away my faults; wash me clean of my guilt; 
purify me of my sin. For I am aware of my faults, and have my sin constantly in mind.  I sinned 
against you alone, and did what is evil in your sight. You are just when you pass sentence on me, 
blameless when you give judgment.  I was born in sin, conceived in sin— yet you want truth to live in 
my innermost being. Teach me your wisdom! Purify me with hyssop until I am clean; wash me until I 
am purer than new-fallen snow. Sacrifice gives you no pleasure; were I to present a burnt offering, 
you would not have it. 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; you will not scorn this crushed and 
broken heart. 
 

 Prayer of Submission 
God, create in us clean hearts and renew your spirit within us. Please don't take your spirit 
away from us; restore unto us the joy of your salvation. Be willing, O God, to keep us in your 
tender care. Deliver us, Lord, and free us from ourselves – our flesh. Help us, Holy One, to use 
our lives as a testament to your transformational power. Allow your Holy Spirit to redirect us 
when we begin to wallow back to the former. We want to be used in your service. Here we are, 
Lord. We yield ourselves to you. 
 
(Silence for Reflection and Submission) 
 

Words of Assurance:  

God, you remind us in your word that when we are in Christ, we are new creatures, and the old things 
pass away. This Ash Wednesday we take hold of your promise: Renew us, Lord: a new walk, a new 
talk, a new mind, a new heart, a new life. 
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Words of Peace for One Another 
 
Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others to attract their attention; if you do this, you will have no 
reward from your Abba God in heaven. “When you do acts of charity, for example, don’t have it 
trumpeted before you; that is what hypocrites do in the synagogues and the streets, that they may be 
praised by others. The truth is, they’ve already received their reward in full. But when you do acts of 
charity, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing; your good deeds must be done in 
secret, and your Abba God—who sees all that is done in secret—will repay you.  
 
 “And when you pray, don’t behave like the hypocrites; they love to pray standing up in the synagogues 
and on street corners for people to see them. The truth is, they have received their reward in full. 6 But 
when you pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to God who is in that secret place, and your 
Abba God—who sees all that is done in secret—will reward you. 
 
 

Thoughts 
 
Ritual Action 
 
What ever symbols you have chosen to use this Ash Wednesday evening; may they bring you closer 
to God.  Here are some examples. You may cross yourself or others with ashes and remember that 
from dust you have come to dust you shall return. You may plant a bulb and be reminded that in the 
bulb there is the promise of God’s love and hope or you may plant a seed in the dust of creation and 
care for it until it blooms.  You may look at yourself in a mirror and be reminded that you have been 
created in the image of God and from the dust of the earth and are beloved. Or you may sift beach 
glass through your fingers and remember that what has tossed into the waters of creation have been 
formed and shaped into something beautiful. Whatever you choose to use may it bring you closer to 
God. 

 
An Ash Wednesday Benediction  

Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return. Let the memory of your incomplete humanity awaken 
you to the wonders, joys, sorrows, and pain of life. 
 
 
 Ash Wednesday Zoom Information 
 
Time: Feb 17, 2021 07:00 PM Central Time 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81482292007?pwd=RUlud3NzaEh5ZFVkTlpmUVM5dHVndz09 
Meeting ID: 814 8229 2007 
Passcode: 197258 
Phone In 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 
 
  


