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Table of Contents 
You will find in your bag symbols and suggestions to help create a worship area for the 

season of Lent, as well as home-based liturgy that reflect the worship for each week.   

May these bags be a blessing to you. 

 
 
February 17                               Ash Wednesday: Yet Even Now 
Create your own worship area with symbols that reflect repentance, redemption, and renewal.  

Suggestions are made in the liturgy itself. 

 

February 21   

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise – This is the Sign 
Use the scrap of rainbow cloth as the center piece of your worship area. 

 

February 28  

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise – Walk With Me 
As we walk with God please place shoes from your family around the worship area.  If you 

can, consider making a donation of shoes and socks to those who are in need. 

March 7 

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise – All These Words 
May the scroll in your bag remind you to follow Jesus. 

March 14   

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise – Look Up and Live 
Place the Hope you find in your bag, not only on your worship area,  

but also in your hearts. 

March 21  
Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise-Written on the Heart 

Change my heart   O God, make me ever true.   

Place your heart at the center of your worship and your life. 

 

March 28   

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise: The One Who Comes 
You will find a palm in your bags, to prepare for Palm Sunday.   The liturgy will be 

included in a Holy Week mailing.  
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The First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021 

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise 
This is the Sign 

 
Introduction 

Lent begins with a promise. The community of faith opens ourselves as the whole body of Christ to 

the promise of God.  And that promise is that God will be in relationship with us.  Always. Oh, there 

are many promises in the Bible, but they all grow from this one.  God is with us; we are not alone.  

 

During Lent we will build a worship center that leads us to Holy Week.  Underlying it all will be the 

rainbow, a symbol of acceptance and inclusion, of gathering the community together under a common 

faith. Although we think of the rainbow as light refracting through the rain and producing an arc of color 

and light, it does not stretch us to believe that the church has become the rainbow sign of the presence 

of God.  We are the sign. 

 

I invite you to take a piece of rainbow cloth and lay it down on your worship area. 

 

Threshold Song   Bind Us Together Lord  

 

Call to Worship 

Come, let us worship the One who gave us the rainbow and promised always to be with us. 

Come, let us worship. 

Come, let us see the arc of refracted light that leads us through the storm to peace. 

Come, let us see. 

Come, let us remember that God has promised the covenant between God and God’s people. 

Come, let us remember. 
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Come, let us believe that we are not alone for God is with us. 

Come, let us believe. 

 

Hymn:  As A Fire Is Meant for Burning (TFWS 2237) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxZ3fDcPERI 

 

Scripture Lessons 
Genesis 9: 8-17 

Mark 1:9-15 

 

Sermon 

 

Movement 

Is there anything more fluid than a rainbow?  Sometimes you see it and other times you don’t, but you 

know that, just like God, it is there, even when you can’t see all or any of it.  Because we worship God 

with our whole bodies, today I invite you to stand up and create the arc of a rainbow with your arms. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Righteous God, we mark these early days in the Lenten journey with reminders of your covenant with 

your people. In your judgement, you sent upon creation the great flood – yet you saved a faithful 

remnant. You followed with a covenant not to use the flood again. As we prepare to offer our gifts to 

you, we are reminded that we have been spared from judgment by the one, your son, our Savior, who 

took on our guilt and bore our judgement. May gratitude for his sacrifice move us to offer not only 

money, but our whole being. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

Morning Prayers 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Hymn  I Want Jesus to Walk With Me 

https://beckenhorstpress.com/i-want-jesus-to-walk-with-me/ 

 

Benediction 

And now may the one who created the heavens and the earth,  
the garden and all that filled it,  

who created you in the image of the Divine, 
 and who promises that we are never alone,  

guide you into this world to be a sign of hope and promise. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://beckenhorstpress.com/i-want-jesus-to-walk-with-me/
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The Second Sunday in Lent 
February 28, 2021 

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise 
Walk With Me 

Introduction 

Lent begins with the promise that God is with us; we are not alone. On this second Sunday in Lent, we 
meet Abram and Sarai as their names are changed. In conversation with Abram, God renames him, 
and then God renames Sarai too. She is a part of the covenant, not just added baggage.  Their new 
names showed they were in a relationship with God that would guide their paths for the rest of their 
lives. What is your name? Not just the name you go by but the name that you were given at baptism.  
When we are baptized, we take on the name disciple, the name of follower, learner and teacher. We 
take Christ’s name as our name – Christian. And, just as Abraham and Sarah were invited to join God 
in a walk, so are we.  
 
When we walk with God, we become more fully ourselves. God doesn’t ask us to set aside who we are 
but enables us to use the gifts within us to serve the kin-dom and the community of faith. And then, as 
God asks us to walk WITH God, we are asked to walk with others. 
 
During Lent we are building a worship area that leads us to Holy Week.  Underlying it all is the rainbow, 
a symbol of acceptance and inclusion, of gathering the community together under a common faith.   
 
Today I invite you to add your shoes and socks to the piece of rainbow cloth we gave you last week.  

You may even consider donating shoes, socks, and boots to those in need.  You may bring them to 

the church or even loop them up over the warming trees.  

Threshold Song   Bind Us Together Lord  
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Call to Worship 
You know my name.   
Standing before you today I proclaim my name is Christian. 

You know my everything. 

And I shall raise my heart and soul in worship of you. 

And you love me. 

And, because you love me, I will walk with you and invite others to journey with us. 

Praise be to God. 

Praise be to God. 

 

Hymn  Lead Me Lord  (UMH 473) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLtIylXJ3V4 

 

Scripture Lessons 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Mark 8:31-38 

 

Sermon: Walk With Me 

 

Movement 
As we consider what it means to walk with God it seems that perhaps the hardest step is that first one, 

where we leave our comfort zones and move toward God.  Today I invite you to join me as we walk 

together, step by step, together with God. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
God of all, you love us and have claimed us. As you blessed Sarah and Abraham, you have invited 

us into the blessing of connection within the family of humanity whom you continue to bless. We give 

our tithes and offerings in celebration of the depths of our blessing and pray that they will strengthen 

the church across the world to bless all your children. In the holy name of Christ, our Savior and 

Redeemer, we pray in gratitude. Amen. 

 

Morning Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn  God You Are My God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIBcGVnSxNU 

 

Benediction 

And now, go in the power and love of God, picking up your cross as you go, knowing that as you walk 

with Jesus God will be with you, and hold you close. 
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The Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7, 2021 

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise 

All These Words 

 

Introduction 

What commitments do we make to one another within the life of the community?  How do we build what 

Martin Luther King Jr. called the Beloved Community, a community based on justice and equity for all 

members? As we examine the 10 Commandments, I ask you these questions:  Do we live up to the 

spirit rather than the letter of the law? How do we heal from broken relationships and a broken society 

as we seek to be bound together in love? 

  
During Lent we are building a worship area that leads us to Holy Week.  Underlying it all is the rainbow, 
a symbol of acceptance and inclusion, of gathering the community together under a common faith.   
Last week we added symbols of walking with God as we move closer to being the Christian Disciple 
we wish to be.   
 
Today I invite you to add the scroll you will find in your worship bag.  May it remind you, not only of the 

Ten Commandments but also as an invitation to join in building a community of faith based on harmony 

and justice. 

 

Threshold Song   Bind Us Together Lord  

 

Call to Worship 

 In the days of Noah, God placed a rainbow in the sky as the sign of a covenant of God's love for all 

the earth. 

In the colors of the rainbow, we see the sign of God's grace for all creation. 
In the days of Moses, the words of God were written on tablets of stone, as the sign of a covenant 
between God and all of God's people. 
In the tablets of stone, we see the sign of God's hope for each to live in peace with God and 
neighbor. 
In the days of the prophet, God promised to place a new covenant in our hearts. 
As members of the living Body of Christ, we see the sign of God's promise among us. 
 
Hymn   Be Thou My Vision (UMH 451) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihJAJA4ibEs 
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Scripture Lessons 

Exodus 20: 1-17 

John 2: 13-22 

 

Sermon   All These Words 

 

Movement 

Please join in as we share this version of the 10 Commandments, using your fingers as a countdown 

(or is that a count up?). If you are watching this service today, please watch Sue as she signs. 

 

1:   There’s one God!  Listen 

2: Don’t make a pretend God! 

3:  Respect God’s name.  Don’t misuse it. 

4:  Remember to take time to rest and focus on God. 

5:  Respect your parents. 

6:  Don’t kill anyone on purpose or unlawfully. 

7:  If you get married keep your promises to each other. 

8:  Respect other people’s stuff.  Don’t steal. 

9:  Respect others.  Don’t tell lies about anyone or anything.  Don’t twist the truth or hide the facts, 

or act in a way to deceive.  Be Honest.  

10. Respect others, but don’t play the comparison game. Be content with what you already have. 

Don’t crave what doesn’t belong to you. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

God of holiness and grace, we know the words of your commandments. In or hearts, we know that 

following them makes life easier, not harder’ fuller, not more restricted.  There is is no God greater  

than you, yet we have made the silliest things our gods and have thrown our money and resources 

after them.  As we offer our gifts this day, we are reminded that only you give us the gift of a savior and 

the redemption of our rebellious lives.  In Christ’s name, we trust and pray.  Amen. 

 

Morning Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn What Wondrous Love is This  (UMH 292) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-UmemwpAvA 

 

Benediction 

Go now to will and to work for God’s purposes. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ  Jesus 

Be filled with the same love and look to the interests of others.  

With reverence for God, work out your salvation. 

 

And may God quench your thirst with love and consolation; May Christ Jesus strengthen you and 

encourage you; And may the Holy Spirit lead you on and make your joy complete. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-UmemwpAvA
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14, 2021 

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise 

 Look Up and Live 

 

Introduction  

Today’s service is based on Jesus’ response to one of the strangest stories in the Torah.  Moses, 

poisonous snakes on a bronze pole, and then Jesus reminded the readers of John that his life of 

sacrifice will lead us to eternal life. 

 

During Lent we are building a worship area that will lead us to Holy Week.  Underlying it all will is the 
rainbow, a symbol of acceptance and inclusion, of gathering the community together under a common 
faith.  We have added shoes that remind us to walk with God and a scroll – an invitation to follow Jesus 
as we build God’s Beloved Community together.   
 
Today I invite you to add the HOPE card as a reminder that even during our Lenten Journey we are 

not alone, for God is always with us.  

 

Threshold Song   Bind Us Together Lord  

 

Call to Worship 

We gather today to share our faith: 
God loves us and is always with us. 
We worship today aware that following the Risen Christ is a commitment. 
Open our minds and hearts to your invitation of hope. 
May we offer you lives of sacrifice and praise. 
 
Hymn   Lift High the Cross (UMH 159) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbcBXYP4AlE 

 
Scripture Lessons 

Numbers 21:4-9 

John 3: 14-21 
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Sermon   Look Up and Live 

 

Movement 

Today’s movement is in response to a Call To Commitment.  I invite you to lift up your arms in praise,  

If you have candles in your worship space watch the flame, touch the rainbow cloth or walk as if  

following Jesus. Seek the hope that is ours in Jesus. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Great and generous God, our lives are surrounded by things that steal our lives, inflict and destroy us. 

The tithes and offering we share with you this day are a way of keeping us focused not on the things  

that would take life away but will renew our lives: hope, love, compassion, empathy. As the Israelites  

looked to a serpent on a pole for healing, we look to a Savior on a cross to be brought back to life. In  

that holy name, Jesus the Messiah, we pray. Amen. 

  

Morning Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEOLUnoQdmQ 

 

Benediction 

People made by God: Go, Go, Go.  
Go thanking and telling others of God’s goodness. 

Be filled love with HOPE as you show others the love of God that resides in you. 
Go, Go, Go 
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 21, 2021 

Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise 

Written on the Heart 

Introduction  

In ‘normal’ years we begin Lent with the mark of the cross, imprinted on our foreheads or our wrists, 

and hopefully, our lives.  This year you were challenged to find additional symbols that remind you of 

God’s love for you and help you remember that you are God’s beloved child and we are God’s beloved 

community.  Who are we? Claim God’s love in your life. 

 

During Lent we are building a worship area that leads us to Holy Week.  Underlying it all is the rainbow, 
a symbol of acceptance and inclusion, of gathering the community together under a common faith.  We 
have added shoes that remind us to walk with God, a scroll – an invitation to follow Jesus as we build 
God’s Beloved Community together, and the word HOPE to remind us that we are not alone for God is 
with us. 
 
Today I invite you to add a heart as a reminder that God’s love is written on our hearts.  All we must 

do is listen to its beat and live out its challenges. 

Threshold Song   Bind Us Together Lord  

 

Call to Worship 

We gather today to share our faith: 
God loves us and is always with us. 
We worship today aware that following the Risen Christ is a commitment. 
Open our minds and hearts to your invitation of hope. 
May we offer you lives of sacrifice and praise. 
 
Hymn   Have Thy Own Way Lord (UMH 382) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=928sNOAP9ik 

 

Scripture Lessons 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

John 12: 20-33 

 

Sermon   Written on the Heart 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=928sNOAP9ik
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Movement 

  

Offertory Prayer 

God of compassion, when we failed to keep your commandments and rebelled against 

that which would bring peace and joy to our lives, your love was so great that you offered 

us a new covenant – not written on tablets, but on our hearts. In our giving, and in all our 

offerings, may it be our lives, our love and devotion that we bring to your altar. May we 

remember in our giving that you loved us so much that the sacrifice of your Son on the 

cross for us was not too great a cost. Our gifts are meager in comparison, but let them 

remind us of what you gave first. In Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray. Amen.  

 

Morning Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn  Change My Heart O God (TFWS 2152) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlSmG-_eJTU 

 

Benediction 

God will write a new covenant on our hearts. 

God will be our God and we will be God’s people. 

No longer shall we teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the Lord.” 

For we shall all know God. 

In the name of God the Source of Life, 

the Word of Truth, and the Spirit of Love. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlSmG-_eJTU
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Psalm/Passion Sunday 

March 28th, 2021 

 

  Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise 

The One Who Comes 

 

You will find a palm branch in your bag that you may cut out, color, and wave.  The liturgy for this 

Sunday will be included in a Holy Week Mailing. 

 

   


