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The Joy of the Dance

If you are hospitalized
If you are hospitalized, and would like Pastor Nancy or Joan
Osborn, the hospital visitor coordinator, to know about what is
going on, please call the office (219-872-7200),Pastor Nancy
directly on her cell phone (812-584-2418), or Joan.
http://mcindianaumc.org/ , Find us on Facebook &
Now You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sq4PALP2q6U

 Nancy’s Notes 
In April I carefully went, with a sister, two cousins, and a friend, to Hilton Head Island.
Other than being with family after a year of separation and visiting with 2 other cousins who live
in South Carolina, the highlight of my trip was to visit Savannah, one of the birth places of
Methodism in the Americas.
Savannah was a planned city, founded in 1733 by philanthropist and reformer General
James Oglethorpe and laid out according to his design. In 1735, Oglethorpe invited John Wesley
to come to Georgia as the colony's chaplain. Wesley sailed for Georgia on October 14, 1735,
along with his brother Charles, who was to serve as Oglethorpe's private secretary. They were not
successful in their ministry to either the colonists or the natives. Charles left within 6 months and
John less than 2 years later.
This failure led into John Wesley’s greatest spiritual awakening. On the trip to Georgia,
John was intrigued by Moravian Christians who were on board the ship. Reflecting on their
actions during a life-threatening storm when the mainsail shredded and the ocean swept onto
the deck, he yearned for their faithfulness in the midst of the chaos. After returning to England, a
disheartened Wesley wrestled after a miserable time in Georgia. He questioned his faith and his
calling. On May 24, 1738, friends prevailed upon him to attend a Moravian society meeting on
Aldersgate Street in London.

Many United Methodists can recite what happened next. That night, upon hearing Martin
Luther’s preface to Romans, Wesley wrote, “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in
Christ alone for salvation.” Wesley’s spiritual awakening was a turning point in his life, and it
might not have happened without the Moravians. And, I might argue, it might not have
happened had he not failed in Savannah and Georgia first. Once Wesley got out of his own way
and trusted God, his ministry flourished.
This past year has been difficult for our church leadership. We’ve tried to be as faithful
and responsible as we can be in making decisions for the congregation. Some folks have
supported us in those decisions, others have not. It would be easy to sink into a sense of failure
as we second guess everything we have done. But, rather than sinking into the ‘what ifs’, I pray
that we can all look forward to a future based on God’s love for us all. May your hearts be
strangely warmed with the power of God’s love and salvation. And may we move into a new year
of ministry with love and power.
Shalom,

Pastor Nancy

Pastor Nancy’s Vacation

AHHHHHH, Spring!
Here's a little something to brighten your day - next to the
church parking lot! Even on our coldest, darkest days those
little bulbs were getting ready to spring up and smile at the
world. A lovely promise - unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see. Thanks, Amelia - for working
outside that nasty fall day to plant these beauties!
Bev

Reynolds Square Savannah, GA

Worship Plans For Easter Season 2021
Because Easter season runs through much of May you already have a
sense of what May’s worship will be like. We will continue the theme of
learning to dance the dance of faith with the Resurrected One. The Easter season begins as sunset on the day before Easter and ends on
Pentecost. This year, Pentecost is on May 21.

The dull description of Pentecost, taken from the Oxford Dictionary, is
the Christian festival celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his Ascension, held on the seventh Sunday after
Easter. I prefer the description given by my friend the Rev. Dr. Derek
Weber on the UMC Discipleship Ministries page. After reminding us of
the story in Acts 2 he writes:
Pentecost is an invitation to take flight, to cast off the bounds
of earth and to soar on the winds of hope and promise, to
bring together a broken world, to connect with others who
seek to fly into a kin-dom way of living.
Pentecost worship is about joy, and the invitation is to let the
Spirit be poured out on you. But remember, that “you” is
plural. Let the Spirit be poured out on all y’all. It was because
they were gathered together that this happened.
So, for May 23rd and 30th we will celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit
moving among us, guiding us, urging us, and blowing us into new and
creative ways of ministry for the 21st century! I invite you to wear colors
of fire, water, or wind on Pentecost! Or maybe even dress like a kite!

Pastor Nancy’s Vacation

Worship Plans For Easter Season 2021 cont
Then of the longest season of the church year – the Season After Pentecost, and it
will take us all the way through until Advent! Again, quoting from Derek,
The first half of the year, from Advent until Pentecost is Jesus’ story.
From Pentecost, then, the story shifts to us—to all the followers really,
to how we seek to live out that call to discipleship, to how we fulfill the
commission that Jesus gave us as he ascended. And yet, we begin that
journey not with a reflection on our humanness but on the unique
nature of God as we have come to experience that presence. We begin
our story by turning to our Creator first.
May 2

Fifth Sunday of Easter: From You Comes My Praise: Guide My Steps
John 15:1-8; Acts 8:26-40

May 9

Sixth Sunday of Easter: Who Can Withhold? Break Forth!
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98

May 16

Ascension Sunday: Gone Up with a Shout: Clap Your Hands
Psalm 47; Luke 24:44-53

May 23

Pentecost: When the Spirit Moves: Spirit Poured Out:
Acts 2: 1-21

May 30

Trinity Sunday: When the Spirit Moves: Born of the Spirit
Isaiah 6: 1-8, Psalm 29, John 3: 1-17

Spiritual Life Study
Beginning in mid-April, we started on a focused Spiritual Life Journey. Using the
novel, Sensible Shoes: A Story About the Spiritual Journey (available from Amazon,
Barnes and Noble, and Cokesbury). We have been exploring different aspects of
walking the dance of faith. You may read the novel and participate in the activities
and discussion or just participate in the activities. The way will be made clear as we
walk along together. As I write this we are still primarily zooming this study group.
Please join us as we learn together how to deepen our spiritual lives.
The Zoom Address is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84082337404?
pwd=aUFGd2RNSHBVQnA2VldDOWRzVjFTdz09
Meeting ID: 840 8233 7404
Passcode: 667087

Let’s Go Fly A Kite

Hospital Visits
After receiving her second vaccine shot, Pastor Nancy is now
allowed to visit at Franciscan Hospital and is hoping at the other hospitals as well. Please let us know if you are hospitalized
so she may visit.

Worship Opportunities
Although we are worshipping in person, you may worship
virtually.

To celebrate Pentecost and the Movement of God’s Spirit
You are invited to a KITE FLYING PARTY
When? 2 PM Sunday May 23rd
Where? Bev’s House
Call the church or text Bev for the address or meet Pastor
Nancy at the church to follow her out.
Why? To Have Fun and Be Together Safely.
Who? ANYONE WHO WANTS TO COME

We have added yet another way for you to join in worship. We
have opened our very own YouTube channel. However, we
need your help to make this work. The more followers and
subscribers we have the more easily people can find us. Here is
the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sq4PALP2q6U .
Please like, subscribe, and share. We need 100 followers.
Of course, you may still join us on Facebook as we livestream
every week, on Access Cable TV, and occasionally on zoom.

Homebound May 2021
May always seems to bring in a wonderful time of the year. Beautiful
tulips and other flowering plants have arrived following the early daffodils we
experienced in April. Hopefully with the vaccine’s distribution, we can make the
visits to our friends and family in retirement centers and home environments.
In May we celebrate at least two special dates, Mothers’ Day and
Memorial Day. As you read this edition of the Cross beams let’s reflect on the
Wonderful Mothers we have known and still have the pleasure of seeing.
Hopefully this year we will be able to visit our Mothers and special adopted
Mothers we have brought into our lives.
Numerous ladies of our church have taught us so much and that have
fulfilled the Mother role for us. I would like to give you a list of the wonderful
ladies I feel that have supported me, given me their time and guidance, but I
would surely leave someone off the list. Consequently, as you read this article of
the Crossbeams, please know I am talking about you, _____. (Insert your name.)
Mothers everywhere had an extremely hard year worrying about their
families. I think of a few who were sick themselves but they worried about a
spouse or their children and grandchildren. They turned their worries to God
and offered prayers. Thanks for your continued prayers, we know God heard
them and blessed all of us. We all appreciate the prayer chain and the ladies
that make sure we have the most up-to-date information on who needs prayers.
On Memorial Day we remember those who have died and this year has
brought so many more to think about and reminisce the experiences we had
with them. As we look back on the lives that have touched ours, we thank those
individuals for keeping us close to God.
To God Be The Glory for the things he has done.
If you know of someone who is moving into a retirement center or can’t leave
their home please email me at: jcommers@gmail.com or call my cell phone at:
219-363-0103.

God Bless You! Judy

Commers

Wind Swept Pentecost

