
  
  

The cross we bear precedes the 
crown we wear. 

To be a Christian one must take up 
the cross with all its difficulties and 

agonizing and  tension-packed  

content and carry it until that very 
cross leaves its marks upon us and 
redeems us to that more  excellent 

way which comes only through  

suffering. 

Martin Luther King Jr.   
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THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
Michigan City First UMC 

  
Today all times collide.  Today all stories are the same.  It was Friday then.  It 
is Friday now.  We call them both by the same preposterous name:  Good. 
 
Today we walk the Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross) as Jesus did nearly 
2,000 years ago.  Although the first walk was a public one through the streets 
of Jerusalem, this walk is more private.  We invite you to move through the  
gardens spending as much time as you choose. As you visit each Station you 
will find prayers of healing and hope, as well as prayers of despair and sorrow.  
 
 Healing and resurrection for our congregation, community, and world  will only 
come through passing through the Way of the Cross and remembering things 
that others would deny or want to pretend are not there.  Today as we remind 
ourselves of those very things that cause us fear and despair we remember that 
this is a walk to the Cross, but more than that is a Walk that leads us, finally, to 
the resurrection! 
 
  
 
 
 

Stations of the Cross Art Work is from Seiyaku.com 

http://www.seiyaku.com/customs/crosses/stations/station01.html 

  
Thirteenth Station—Jesus is taken down from the cross.    

 
 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Then  
 Jesus, uttering a loud cry, breathed his last.”   
 Mark 15:34, 37 
 
                                         
 
                              PRAYER   
    
Timeless God, we thank you for all those who have died and who 
have kept the faith to the end.  We thank you for brave souls of 
deathless fame, and also for those whose names are known and    
remembered only by you.  Give us wisdom to understand your will, 

and courage to live as your people in this day; through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 

Fourteenth Station—Jesus is placed in the tomb.   
  
 "Then having bought a linen shroud, Joseph took him down, wrapped him in 

the linen and laid him in a tomb which had been cut out of rock.  Fi-
nally he rolled a stone across the entrance of the tomb.”  Mark 15:46 
 
 
                                  PRAYER  

 
O Bright Morning Star, even from the coldness of the tomb, we come 
to witness to your hope; even in death.  Give us the courage to build 
lives based on courage and grace, in our community and in our souls.  
May we proclaim your love and faithfulness, even from the tomb.  
Give us the faith and creativity to give ourselves totally and          
completely to you.  Upon the name of your Son, our Savior and 
Brother, Jesus.  Amen. 

  



Eleventh Station—Jesus is nailed to the cross.  
  “With him were crucified two insurgents, one at his right and one at his left.  

But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they  do not know 
what they are doing.”  Luke 22:33-3 
 
                             PRAYER  
God of all mercy and compassion whose love is spread over us in 
spendthrift abundance, You alone are without limit or bounds; we are 
in need of being accountable to you and one another for all matters 
of stewardship. Help us, O God, to be good stewards of our resources 
and to learn from your teaching that we gain nothing if we give      
expecting a return.  

May we live with a spirit of forgiveness as we look at others with 
whom we disagree or at those we blame for the situations of our 
lives. 

Remind us to pray for people who find themselves living in poverty rather than follow-
ing the world’s pattern of rejecting them as unworthy or blaming them for their own 
position in the world. We pray for the people who turn a profit by exploiting the      
economic needs of others; many know what they are doing but others follow along in 
ignorance and greed.  

Grant that we and all people may live within our means and be generous in our giving 
for the sake of others, that the common good of all would be our aim and your realm 
of justice and peace be known in the ministry and mission we share; through Christ 
our Lord who overturned the tables of the money changers at the Temple.  Amen. 

 
 

Twelfth Station—Jesus dies on the cross.    
 “Jesus said to them, ‘You don’t know what you are asking 
 for.  Can you drink the cup of suffering that I must drink?  
 Can you be baptized in the way that I must be baptized?”  
 Mark 10:36 
 
                           PRAYER  
 
O Holy One, where Jesus dies today, Your Church does not stand 
silently by.  We pray our thanksgiving on this and the other   
churches of our community, their people and leaders who witness 

to your presence by staying here  and by investing in its people.  They have not run 
away when others have fled the places of your suffering and passion. They have 
turned weeping of frustration and fear into ministries of creative outreach and commit-
ment.   We give you thanks for such faith. Give us all the vision and inspiration to see 
you on our streets and in our lives. Even in the face of your crucifixion, make us clear 
and faithful witnesses to your abundant presence.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First station—Jesus is Condemned to Death.   

  
 
    “At this they shouted, ‘Away with Him!  Away with him!   
      Crucify him!’ ...In the end, Pilate handed Jesus over to be  
  crucified.”  John 19:15-16 
 
   
                               PRAYER  
 
 
 

Suffering God, today Jesus is condemned to death wherever religion exists                  
for its own sake rather than for the love of God and the love of one another.             
Forgive us when the Church remains silent in the face of violence and injustice while 
they run rampant in our world.  Save us from such blindness and idolatry.  Forgive us 
when we proclaim our own strength, rather than proclaiming Christ crucified.  Let the 
church never become an instrument of our own machinations, or of political posturing, 
but let it remain free and true.  Amen. 
 

  
  

  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 



Second Station—Jesus takes up his cross.   
  
 “Jesus was led away, and carrying the cross by himself, went 
 out to what is called the Place of the Skull (in Hebrew,  
 Golgotha).”  John 19:17 
 
                                       PRAYER  
 
 In the beginning Lord you created a garden.  Eastward in Eden you 
gave us a place… A place to tend, to grow in, to be inspired by your 
creation.  But your garden is lost, and your world polluted.  And so 
today we turn toward the Place of the Skull rather than the garden 
called Eden. 

 

Yet still your world delights us. We are caught by glimpses of beauty.  In this        
church and in this community we seek to restore some of your gift to us.  We call 
down your blessing upon the gardens that will soon bless us with food and beauty for 
both body and soul.  

We thank you for the gifts of life we know you will send.  We especially pray you   
nourish not only our bodies, but our souls and that through working together in your 
world we will develop new communities of respect and honor.  When we finish our 
work in your garden may we say “It is GOOD!”  Thank you Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
 

Third Station—Jesus falls the first time.  
  
 
 If one wishes to come after me, they must deny their very self, 
 take up their cross, and begin to follow in my foot steps.”   
 Matthew 16:24 
                                     PRAYER  
   
 Gracious God whose family has been torn apart from the beginning 
of your story, we pray for the victims of drug, alcohol and gambling 
induced violence and addiction. Be with the families of those whose 
addictions lead to the loss of dreams, hopes, and even life. We pray 
for those who cannot deny the call of their addictions, even while 

struggling to listen to your claim upon their lives. May we remember that all of us need 
renewal, and that many of us have addictions that numb us to one another and to 
you. Keep us close to you that even in the despair and grief of the tomb, we may dis-
cover the light and life that you hold for all of your beloved children. We give you 
thanks and pray for those who have found their way to lives of recovery and grace. 
May they be a witness to the power and possibility of change. Amen. 

Tenth Station—Jesus is stripped of His clothing.    
 
 “When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots.”  Matthew 27:35 

 
                             PRAYER  
 
 
Holy Jesus, you who endured the greatest humiliation of all when 
cruel people, some of them your friends, denied you, spat on you, 
stripped you of your clothes, placed a crown of thorns upon your 
head, and offered you vinegar for your thirst.  We offer up to you 
those who have been bullied, especially our youth.   
 
We lift up our children and  youth to you, O God, and pray  that 
each of them will know that they are wonderfully and fearfully 
made. We pray that in their search for their sense of identity, they 

will come to know that each of them is your masterpiece, created in your image, and 
created for good. May they see themselves as beloved children of God rather than as 
victims who believe the cruel words and violent actions that are used to belittle them 
and strip them of their value.  We pray also for those who find themselves so desper-
ate, for whatever reasons, that they bully others.  May they be healed of their self-
hatred that they may learn to value not only themselves, but the people they bully.  
 
As we teach our children how to treat others may we teach them to never strip others 
of their dignity and worth. 
 
Amen 
 
 



Eighth Station—Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem.   
  
 “But Jesus turning to them said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, 
 stop weeping for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
 children.”  Luke 23:28 
 
                                   
                             PRAYER  

 
Mothering God who gives us birth and who watched in pain as Mary 
witnessed the murder of her child Jesus, we pray for all mothers and 
fathers who lose their children to accident, war, violence, disease, 
drugs, poverty, school violence, or neglect.  May they find hope in 
the community of faith, restoration in your love, and grace through 
your spirit.   

 
Help us create strong, loving, and vital families of all descriptions in our churches and 
in our world, so that we will model your all inclusive love to everyone we see.  Amen. 
 
 
Ninth Station—Jesus falls the third time.   

  
 “If anyone should cause one of these little ones to lose faith in 
me, it would be better for that person to have a large millstone tied 
around their neck, and be drowned in the deep sea.  How terrible for 
the world that there are things that make people lose their faith!”  
Matthew 18:6-7 
 
                              PRAYER  

 
 Justice seeking God, we pray for those who hold office , especially in 
LaPorte County, Indiana, Michiana, and this country, that a spirit of 
wisdom, charity, and justice will guide them, and that with steadfast 
purpose they will serve to promote the well-being of all of the people 

of this country and community, not just some.   May we support them with our prayers 
even as we call for them to make just and honorable  decisions. 
 
Guide us as we read and watch the news that our ears will not be tickled by rumors 
and innuendo, but that we will with faithful consideration support those whose  
concerns reflect the fullness of your vision.  Guide the people of the United States  and 
our elected officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, 
the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your  
purposes. Amen. 
 

 
 

 Fourth Station—Jesus meets his afflicted mother.   
  
 
“There were also women present….these women had  
followed Jesus when he was in Galilee.  Near the cross of Jesus 
there stood his mother.”  Mark 15:40 
 
                                   PRAYER  
  Ever present God you are with us as we journey through our lives. 
You walk with us in times of joy and sorrow, life and death, fear and 
hope.  Especially during this tim of pandemic, we pray for those who 
suffer the pain of grief this Lenten season, especially those whom 

we name in our hearts…. We pray that they may find consolation and hope in your 
presence, . Lead us now as you did those women who faithfully followed you to the 
cross even in the face of their own despair.  May we never turn away. Amen. This is a 
difficult time in our world, our nation, and our community.  We pray that you be with 
those who are separated from one another because of Covid 19, for those who have 
lost loved ones, and for those providing care. Bring healing and hope to your world.  

 
  

Fifth Station—Simon the Cyrenean helps Jesus to carry his cross.   
 
“As they led him away, they laid hold of one Simon the Cyrenean who was coming in 

from the fields.  They put a crossbeam on Simon’s shoulder for him 
to carry along  behind Jesus.”  Luke 23:26  
 
                                PRAYER  
 
Fiery God, your light bursts before us and guides us in your ways.  
You know our needs before we ask and you come to our aid before 
we begin to pray. So often we feel forsaken and forgotten, but there 
are those who walk with us through the very difficult and trying 
times, and who pick us up when we fall.    
 
We are thankful for all public servants and first responders who give 

of their time and  
service to defend and protect our safety and to provide for us in times of need. Give 
them eyes to see with justice and grace and protect them from the hardness of heart 
that often seeks to keep them from pain.  We pray for those who work in hospitals, 
care centers, grocery stores, schools, pharmacies, and other public places. Keep them 
safe. 
 
May your blessing be upon those who serve the community and may we know them 
to be in your service. So help us to appreciate their ways of caring for us especially 
when such care places them in harm's way. Protect and defend them, O God, along 
with all your servants everywhere;   Amen. 



 Sixth Station—A pious woman wipes the face of Jesus.   
  
  
 “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in 
 his appearance that we should desire him.   He was despised 
 and rejected by all, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffer
 ing.  Like one from whom we hide our faces, he was despised, 
 and we esteemed him not.”  Isaiah 53:2-3 
 
 
 

  
                              PRAYER  

 
O Holy One, You call us to care for the widowed and the orphaned, 

the aged and the infirm, the healthy and the weak, the young and the old.  You give 
value to those whom the world rejects because they have no youthful beauty or eco-
nomic worth.   

We thank you for the elders of this community who show us the way with their      
wisdom and compassion. May we value and serve our elders as we look to them as 
teachers, as pioneers and perfecters of our faith, and as models of discipleship and 
service in the world.   

We pray for our children that public policy will continue to protect the world they live 
in, that their schools and teachers will be places of  safety, learning and respite, and 
that their world will be free of hatred and war. We pray that teachers, who after a year 
of exhaustion, will be energized and find hope in the work they do.  And we pray for 
the children, that they may continue to learn and discover new joy in knowledge. 

 

We pray for those who struggle, that they will find peace. 

 

May we care for those the world often ignores, who have no beauty or majesty and 
see them as your Beloved Children who are worthy of concern and care. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Seventh Station—Jesus falls the second time 

   
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because God has chosen 
 me to bring good news to the poor.  God has sent me to pro
 claim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
 to set free the oppressed and announce that the time has 
 come when the Lord will save the people.”   Luke 4:18-19 
 
                                  
 
                     PRAYER  
 
 
O Lord of love, we thank you for food, drink, warmth and shelter.  
We know that there are many of your children throughout your 

world who are without these basic needs.  You, who had no place to lay your head, 
understand the hardships of being homeless, a refugee without shelter, and the  
hopeless feeling of being forsaken. Open cold hearts, we pray, to give warm reception 
to the hungry and homeless among us.    
 
We pray that you help us in opening more spaces in your world so that there will be 
no need for men and women and children to sleep on the streets, in the bushes, and 
in unsafe places, or to die in the violence of unprotected space. 
 
Lead us to care for one another as you love us - to share our wealth as you share 
blessings with us, to forgive and eschew judgment on those who are unlike us,  even 
as you forgive us our sins, our failures, our mistakes, our shortcomings - and judge us 
not by results but by motives and intent.  
 
Grant peace on earth - in this and all seasons of life, and grant to everyone the bread 
of life, earthly warmth and lodging, and a spiritual place prepared for us - that we 
may, whatever our race or creed, dwell in the "House of the Lord" forever!  Amen. 
 
 

  


