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If you are hospitalized, and would like Pastor Nancy or Joan
Osborn, the hospital visitor coordinator, to know about what is
going on, please call the office (219-872-7200),Pastor Nancy
directly on her cell phone (812-584-2418), or Joan.
http://mcindianaumc.org/ , Find us on Facebook &
Now You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sq4PALP2q6U

 Nancy’s Notes 

Homebound June 2021

(written prior to leaving on vacation even though you will read this after I’ve returned)

Greetings,
I’m traveling again. Wow, it may seem as if all I ever do is travel although that certainly is
not the reality -especially during the past 16 months. But I’m traveling again. I am looking
forward to familiar things. I love stopping at Tamarack, a welcome center in West Virginia, where
their rich cultural heritage and artisan skills and traditions are preserved and strengthened for
future generations of West Virginians. I especially look forward to their amazing fried green
tomato BLTs and purchasing cherry preserves for my friend Michael. I’m looking forward to
being on the shore in North Carolina and dipping my toes into the Atlantic surf. I’m traveling
again, and I can’t wait!
I’m traveling again. And, much as I long to surround myself with the familiar, I’m also
looking forward to going to new places and finding new treasures. I can’t wait to walk through
the gardens at the Biltmore, delve into family history close to Asheville, and eat grits to my heart’s
content. I’m traveling again, and I’m looking forward to learning something new.
I’m traveling again, and much as I look forward to going to new places and finding new
treasures, I am also anxious. How will the drive in the mountains be? Will it be sunny on the
shore or rainy and stormy? Will being with a large family gathering for a week in one condo be
more than this single person can take? I’m traveling again, and I’m anxious.
I’m traveling again. And, much as I love going, I also love coming home. I’m traveling
again.
This month’s worship series is about traveling, and what we can learn about God and
ourselves when we travel – either literally or figuratively. Read more about it under worship
notes.

Shalom,

Pastor Nancy

It is finally looking like we can visit our friends and be with family this July. Happy 4th
of July!
We have added some individuals to our Homebound list who no longer can get out of
their homes like they used to do. As we still try to keep safe environments for everyone please
continue to send cards, and make phone calls. Or if everyone feels comfortable visiting face to
face this would be a great month to see some dear friends.
As you look back over 2020 and now 2021 compare what we encountered to what
Moses and his followers had to handle. I know some of us might think that it felt like 40 years
for us, but now we can rejoice and be glad we have survived the storm. Just like some of the
people who were with Moses, the unknown or uncertainty is hard.
I'm sure all of you relied on God for guidance this past year and will keep on seeking
God's help throughout your lives. Is it age that teaches us that we continue to not have control,
but God does? When visiting people who have lived longer lives than mine I love their devotion
and the lessons they learned through their lives. In all cases I have heard comments like "I have
been blessed" or "I am so blessed". These individuals bless us in numerous ways.
Thanks to our Homebound church members who continue to guide us in our everyday
living. We appreciate you teaching us to live lives worth living.
A few of us have been reading a book entitled: Sensible Shoes, a story about the
spiritual journey by Sharom Garlough Brown and through our reading we have encountered
four ladies all reevaluating their lives. In turn we can take a look at our lives and dig deeper into
what our relationship with God should be. What our spiritual journey has been and how we
might want to use the strategies taught in the book to bring us closer to God are the lessons
from this book.
As I look at the church members who are on the Homebound list I know they value the
spiritual journey they have had with God and continue to have.
If you do know of others who should be added to our Homebound list, please email me
at jcommers@gmail.com or call my cell phone at 219-363-0103. For the privacy of our
members we don't publicize their names.
HAVE A WONDERFUL JULY!!!

God Bless You!

Judy Commers

Worship Plans For July 2021

WOMEN’S ICE CREAM SOCIAL
If you love ice cream sundaes and good conversation, you are invited to the 1st UMC Ice Cream
Parlor.
WHEN: Saturday, July 31st
WHERE: The Gathering Room
TIME: 1:00 PM
There is a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Room. Attendance is limited to 30 women.

Worship in July will find us ending our When the Spirit Moves series and moving
into a four-week of worship series, beginning July 11 and going through August 1,
that is based on the idea of journey as a metaphor for our spiritual lives. This
four-week series will encourage us to open ourselves more fully to the curiosity
and wonder, reflection and transformation that travelers – not merely touristsexperience when they choose to immerse themselves in soul-widening adventures.
July 4: When the Spirit Moves: Enduring the Storms

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
What began in 1869 with 8 women has now grown to about 800,000. The vision is
“Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the
world.”
The UMW of our church has served many through donations of time and/or
money. Following are some of the causes that have benefitted:

STEPPING STONE SHELTER
GRACE LEARNING CENTER
YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND SAND CASTLE SHELTER
LUCILLE RAINES HOUSE
FUNERAL DINNERS
SOUP KITCHEN (250+ BOTTLES OF WATER & GLOVES)

MEALS ON WHEELS
SALVATION ARMY
CLOTHESLINE MINISTRY

Joining UMW is a great way to help others while having fun and forming long
lasting friendships.
Would you be interested in any of the following?
Becoming a member of an existing circle
Being part of an internet/Zoom circle
Helping with the Cookie Walk or Valentine Tea
Helping with Funeral Dinners
Attending gatherings and programs that are offered (ideas welcome)
Do you have any other suggestions?
Please contact one of these members
Yvonne Bancroft at 219-229-3951 or ybancroft@comcast.net
Karen Durnell at 219-873-7152 or dkdurnell@comcast.net

Mark 4: 35-41
Theme: Jesus is now working through the body of Christ, the church, to
continue his ministry and invitation in the world.
July 11: Quest: Leaving Home
Exodus 13:17-21
Theme: Traveling, moving, leaving home, is part of our Judeo-Christian
Tradition
July 18: Quest: The Encounter
John 4:7-40
Theme: Jesus often crossed paths with others not from his ‘tribe” and
shows us how to do so.

July 25: Quest: The Reflection
Revelation 21:22-26
Theme: How can deeper reflection about our own hesitation to connect
to the wider human family free us to explore more possibilities for a better world?
August 1: Quest Returning Home
John 15: 1-17

Theme: As we bring our series on travel to a close, we contemplate what
it means to return home.

Spiritual Life Group
The Spiritual life group will continue meeting this summer on
Wednesday at 7 pm on zoom. Please consider joining us as we
continue reading through the Sensible Shoes series by Sharon Garlough
Brown. Even if you didn’t join us for the first session feel free to join us
this time, although it does help to have read the first book in the series:
Sensible Shoes: A Story About the Spiritual Journey. This month’s book
is Two Steps Forward: A Story of Persevering in Hope. We will continue
engaging with the characters in the first book and journey along with
them as they deepen their (and our) spiritual lives. We will meet on
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm beginning July 7
Topic: Sacred Journey https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85493896654?
pwd=Z1VzdHJGZElHdHpXK1dpbnVKL1R1Zz09
Meeting ID: 854 9389 6654

Passcode: 128251

Try It in the Park

Memorials For July 2021

In Loving Memory of
Verne Hixon
Joyce Dalton
Doris Wilson
Ronald & Martha Black
Horizon Bank
In Loving Memory of
Marcella Radcliff
Ted & Marlene Woodfied

In Loving Memory of
Larry Dalton
Ted & Marlene Woodfield

Grace

Jade

Red Cross Blood Drive
Once again we will be having our blood drive. The next one is July 24th from 10am4pm. IF YOU CAN HELP, please contact Yvonne Bancroft. You may register to
donate at RedCrossblood.org.

Thursday Morning Walk Abouts Are Back! Thursdays at 9
Last summer several of us started meeting at Friendship Gardens on Thursday
mornings at 9am to walk, pray, and connect with one another. The cost of entrance on
Thursdays is $6 and Pastor Nancy can take in 3 guests for free. Please consider joining
Pastor and Licorice as we continue to explore this beautiful garden in our own
community! She will meet you at the front gate at 9am. There may be Thursdays
when she is not available, but she hopes you will still gather anyway!

Joy Spots
As groups within the church begin to gather in person, one thing is apparent. We find
joy in being together and need to find ways, outside of worship, of doing just that. I am
envisioning a series of Joy Spot gatherings that bring us together for fun, fellowship,
and even (when it is safe) food. These are opportune times to reach out to friends and
neighbors who might wish to be part of our fellowship as well as to reconnect after a
long season of separation.
What ideas do you have for fun gatherings?
Perhaps it is gathering at Friendship Gardens on one of the nights Johnny V plays.
Those dates are July 9, August 13, September 10, and October 9. There is a $10 fee
for adults. 12 and younger are free.
Maybe it is going to one of the Car Shows at Al’s on Franklin and supporting our church
members who show their cars.
Or perhaps you have an idea of a low key, fun opportunity for gathering.
If you have an idea AND are willing to plan it, PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE let Pastor
Nancy know.

← Try It in the Park

The Word in Worship →

