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If you are hospitalized, and would like Pastor Nancy or Joan
Osborn, the hospital visitor coordinator, to know about what is
going on, please call the office (219-872-7200),Pastor Nancy
directly on her cell phone (812-584-2418), or Joan.
http://mcindianaumc.org/ , Find us on Facebook &
Now You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sq4PALP2q6U

 Nancy’s Notes 

Happy News From The Green Team

Greetings,
Usually in November we plan a stewardship series that focuses on church ministry,
financial need, and the joy of giving. We remind you of the amazing ministry the church has done
in the past year and the great things that are coming next year. And, just as I wrote last year, this
year has been different. Your staff has struggled to find creative and life-giving ways to continue
the legacy of ministry found here at First UMC while still facing the reality of living our vision
during a pandemic. Some of you have agreed with decisions made at all levels of church
leadership. Others have not
We know that this year has been a financial struggle for many of us – the church included.
So, if you can give please do. If you can’t give as much, we get it and please don’t feel guilty. If
you can give more, we can use it!
We did not qualify for federal PPE aid this year so that help from last year has not been
available to us. We have had several major repairs in the building that have been addressed, and
while we have not had to tap into reserve funds for all of them, we have had to for others.
Last year we received some grant monies that helped provide for new cameras for
worship (yay, we are no longer yellow or green), new microphones, and a 3-compartment freezer
to replace one that has been dying for years. Insurance helped pay for the replastering and
painting of the sanctuary ceiling. We have replaced as many lights with LED bulbs as possible and
are seeking out less expensive sources for some of our ongoing needs. Maintaining an old
building is expensive! Additionally, we still have a season of snow removal to go.
We continue to serve to-go soup kitchen meals 5 days a week. Most of the food and
container costs are covered by donations from the USDA and funds brought in from the Emergency Soup Kitchen combined budget. We have a commitment to the Food Bank of Northern Indiana
to spend at least $1000 a year with them. What is not covered is wear and tear on our equipment, elevator, side door, and threshold. Those expenses continue to increase. We have served
over 55,000 meals since the pandemic began!
Yes, ministry is continuing. Be a part of it and help! You may give through our on-line
giving on the church website (mcindianaumc.org), through the mail, and on Sunday mornings.

Shalom,

Pastor Nancy

Thanks to all of you who have joined our ETC team in recycling
things that seem almost nonrecyclable! We’re happy to report that
bread tags, batteries, books, crayons, corks, electrical and computer
cords, holiday lights, bottle and jar caps, keys, ink jet cartridges, glasses,
hearing aids, cell phones, yarn, unused greeting cards, medicine bottles
(with lids please), art and craft supplies, school supplies, musical
instruments, sheet music, etc, etc, etc. DO have a use, and can serve
greater purposes in creative and beneficial ways
SCARCE (info@scarce.org) is on a mission to inspire action through
education and to keep this kind of stuff from spending eternity in a landfill. We continue to collect your
cast-offs in the ETC corner at church and promise to
get them to the western suburbs where SCARCE will
find a way to have them do some good. Thanks for
helping in this effort - good work!

The Green Team
Amelia and Josh
We continue to feel blessed by the care and concern of our church family during
Josh's illness. We appreciate your thoughts, prayers, and contributions. We will
always remember your kindness and generosity. Thank you.

Amelia and Josh

Peace

Worship Plans For October 2021

Last year at the beginning of Advent we suggested that people somehow
use the word HOPE as a theme in both their indoor and outdoor decorating. We
did luminaries in Advent Take Home kits, had the word HOPE wired on to the front
steps of the church, and some of us had HOPE sings in our yards. We even put the
word HOPE on the east wall of the chancel and left it there all year, reminding us
that our HOPE is in God. Now and always.
Several weeks ago, we sang Let There Be Peace on Earth as our closing
hymn. Sister Melanie who was with us that day in worship came up to me and
suggested that we use the word PEACE this year as our Advent (and yearlong)
focus. Well, that works!
So, this year please consider using the word PEACE and other images of
PEACE in your Advent and Christmas decorating.

As we move through November and into December we will finish out
our current worship series, Listen, and move into a new liturgical year
with our Advent series, Coming Home For Christmas. It is amazing to
think that we are finishing up the church year this month! We hope that
you will join us!

November 7: Finding our Roots: Listening to the Ancestors: All Saints
Day
Psalm 24 and John 11:32-44
November 14: Finding your Purpose: Listening to Your Heart
Hebrews 10:11-25 and I Samuel 2:1-10
November 21: Finding Your Joy: Listening for Thanksgiving
Matthew 6:25-33 and Psalm 126
November 28 : Coming Home for Christmas: Time to Go Home
Luke 21:25-36, Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25:1-10

All Saints Day
We will celebrate All Saints Day on November 7th. If you have names
of friends and loved ones you would like commemorated, please
contact the church office by November 2nd.

The Spiritual Journey Group
The Spiritual Journey group will continue to meet on zoom (Tuesdays at 7:30)
as we finish up book 4 in the Sensible Shoes Series. If we finish before the last
week of the month, we will practice some of the spiritual discipline we have
discovered in the past 3 months. Feel free to join us!

Advent Study
This year we will offer the same Advent Study at
multiple times. Tuesday evenings on zoom,
Wednesday evenings before Choir Practice, and a as
yet to be determined afternoon gathering. The book
chosen is Mary Had a Baby: An Advent Bible Study
Based on African American Spirituals, written by
Marilyn E. Thornton with material from the first
edition by Cheryl Kirk-Duggan. Mary Had a Baby
has four sessions, one for each week of Advent, and is
perfect for small groups, Sunday school, midweek
sessions, and choir workshops. Each lesson includes
Scripture, song lyrics, devotional and contextual
information, and discussion questions to stimulate
deepening faith and a sense of community. The four spirituals featured in Mary
Had a Baby are “Mary Had a Baby,” “Rise Up Shepherd and Follow,”
“Children, Go Where I Send Thee, “ and “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.” You
may purchase this from Cokesbury or Amazon.

Thank You United Way
In September, one of the 3 compartment freezers stopped freezing, and
wasn’t even cold enough to be a refrigerator. The freezer temps kept creeping up.
First 10 degrees, then 20 degrees, then 45 and finally 58! It was obvious. The
freezer was dead. It was not named Lazarus; no amount of prayer was going to help
it live again.
Earlier in the year, and possibly even that month, the United Way had offered
grants for equipment to those providing emergency relief during the pandemic. At
that time, we were limping along quite nicely so did not request anything. Pastor
Nancy reached out to them and they, through grant money from the Indiana United
Way, provided the funds to order a new freezer. The new freezer arrived on October
15th. It is still awaiting installation.
Thank you United Way. Because of your generosity we can continue feeding
our community.

UMW NEWS
Covid-19 may have slowed the UMW down and forced us to
cancel things, but it has not stopped us from helping others!
Here are some of the causes we have made donations to:
Water for the Soup Kitchen
Food Handling Gloves for the Soup Kitchen
Josh and Amelia
Lucille Raines House
Scholarship Fund
Salvation Army Diaper Fund
Memorial Funds for Past Members
Please start thinking about what type of cookies you want to
make for the Cookie Walk in December. We are hoping to be
able to safely have it on Saturday, December 11th.

PICKLES ARE BACK!!!! Pre-orders will be taken
in this month.
As always, UMW welcomes new members. There are 3 circles
to choose from.
Elizabeth Circle meets on 1st Monday afternoon
Mary Martha Circle meets on 2nd Wednesday morning
Ruth Circle meets on 1st Thursday evening

Homebound November 2021

Save the Date:
Last year we planned on hosting a Christmas Eve Eve celebration in the
sanctuary. This would give families who travel and families with children
who are so excited on Christmas Eve the opportunity to Come Home for
Christmas Worship. Well as in all things worship in the last 2/3 rds of
2020, it didn’t quite work out that way. We are going to try again for
December 23, 2021! There will be more information in the future.

Hanging of the (Ever)Greens
It hardly seems time, but following worship on November 21, we will
decorate for the Advent/Christmas seasons of the church year.
Following our Advent worship theme of Come Home for Christmas, lets
work together to make our sanctuary and public spaces as welcoming as
possible. We will work together until as reasonable stopping point, and
then, if desired, head out for a meal together.

As we approach the month of November I'm sure we think of all our many
blessings. When I consider our Homebound family we thank them for being our
church members and for leading our church for many years. Thanks for going that
extra mile to keep our church a lovely place to worship.
Last Sunday I sat in worship and loved the Fall decorations at the altar of the
church provided by Maryann Cross and Annie Trout. I was so thankful for these
ladies and their artistic ability, making us aware of the season's beauty. Hopefully
we don't take them for granted. I also attended our Charge Conference on Sunday
at Valparaiso First United Methodist Church and I was sad that there were no displays like we have and again I knew how blessed we are to be members of our
church.
As we experience this month and sit down to feast at our tables let us remember
those God has given to us as family, dear friends and those who will become our
friends. Thank you, Dear God, for the many blessings you have given us and
continue to give us.
We continue to have many changes to our Homebound list. If you would like a
copy please let me know by email - judycommers@gmail.com or by phone,
219-363-0103, or call the church office.
Thanks to the many members who continue to contact our friends by sending
cards, by calling or visiting.
Thanks for being the church - our family.
God Bless and Keep You!

Judy Commers

