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If you are hospitalized, and would like Pastor Nancy or Joan
Osborn, the hospital visitor coordinator, to know about what is
going on, please call the office (219-872-7200),Pastor Nancy
directly on her cell phone (812-584-2418), or Joan.
http://mcindianaumc.org/ , Find us on Facebook &
Now You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sq4PALP2q6U

 Nancy’s Notes 
Okay, I admit it. I am hooked on Hallmark Christmas Movies. I wait with bated
breath for the new Christmas movies to be released, listen with fascination to the music,
(that I know I can buy at Hallmark Stores), and even relish the nostalgia that makes me
long for a world that never was and probably never will be. But is that real? Does every
town have a tree lighting ceremony, a winter festival, and a world renowned something
or someone to celebrate? Do we all decorate EVERY room in the house with trees, tinsel,
and enough lights (purchased from Hallmark of course) to create a power outage,
reconnect with a long-lost love, or rediscover the joy of Christmas just before we become
an unrepented Scrooge?
What is it about those Hallmark movies that are so addictive? Perhaps it is the
longing for a safe place where there are always cookies, gingerbread houses, a crackling
fire, and the security of unconditional love. But that is not the world that Jesus was born
in to. And that is why we need Advent before we get to Christmas, because the promise
of Jesus coming into the world is not a nostalgic looking back but a prophetic looking
forward.

Advent is an invitation. For many, as in the Hallmark movies, it is the invitation to
get into that Christmas spirit, to count down the days to the grand celebration, and let
the holiday transform everything around us. But, as people of faith, we’re not all about
that commercial Christmas, the holiday, about December 25 with all the jingle bells and
tinsel. We are about Christmas, the Mass of Christ, the celebration of the Incarnate one
who comes to remind us that we are not alone, and God is with us. We are about the
longing for the coming kin-dom, where we will study war no more, where people will
walk in the light, where joy will be found, and love with be the tie that binds us together.
We are not looking backward to a home that never existed. We are looking forward to
the home that is yet to be and the home for which we long. That’s the invitation this
Advent season to your church and the world: “Come home for Christmas.”
This year, as we look back on what once was, may we also look forward to what God has
in store.

Pastor Nancy

Staff Appreciation Dinner
The church staff here at 1st United Methodist Church would like to
thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the most amazing dinner
and outing we have had in a very long time. We are humbled and feel
so appreciated. Thank you for such a wonderful evening!! We really
feel so blessed.
Sincerely,
Pastor Nancy, Bev, George, Joe, Trish & Cindy

Peace

Save the Date:

Last year at the beginning of Advent we suggested that people somehow
use the word HOPE as a theme in both their indoor and outdoor decorating. We
did luminaries in Advent Take Home kits, had the word HOPE wired on to the front
steps of the church, and some of us had HOPE signs in our yards. We even put the
word HOPE on the east wall of the chancel and left it there all year, reminding us
that our HOPE is in God. Now and always.
Several weeks ago, we sang Let There Be Peace on Earth as our closing
hymn. Sister Melanie, who was with us that day in worship, came up to me and
suggested that we use the word PEACE this year as our Advent (and yearlong)
focus. Well, that works!
So, this year please consider using the word PEACE and other images of
PEACE in your Advent and Christmas decorating. Take pictures and post them on
Facebook & tag the church or send them to us in an email.

Christmas Celebration Information
Christmas Eve Eve
Is your Christmas Eve so busy you have a hard time making it to church
for worship? Here is an option for you. Come to a casual worship on
Christmas Eve Eve! Join us at 6:00 pm on Thursday, December 23rd for
Christmas Eve Eve, a Messy Christmas Eve Celebration. We will join up
in the Gathering Room and then make our way into the Sanctuary for
worship. Will it be different? Yes. Will it be meaningful and holy? YES!
Christmas Eve Worship
Join us on December 24th at 9 pm in the Sanctuary for The Service of
Lessons and Carols, culminating in a candlelight service. Sing carols,
hear scriptures read, listen to the choir, and celebrate the coming of
Jesus into the world. See you there!
December 26
This is a relaxed service of carol singing, storytelling, and blessing. Wear
comfy clothes (even decent pajama pants if you like), come ready to
sing your favorite carols (at the musician’s discretion), and bring your
favorite gift or toy to be blessed.

Worship Plans For December 2021
Advent and Christmas Worship Series
Come Home for Christmas
November 28: First Sunday of Advent – Time to Go Home (Hope)
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 21: 25-36
December 5: Second Sunday of Advent - The Fear of Home (Peace)
Malachai 3: 1-4; Luke 3: 1-6
December 12: Third Sunday of Advent- The Joy of Home (Joy)
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 3:7-18
December 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent-The Blessing of Home
(Love) Micah 5: 2-5a; Luke 1:39-45
December 23: Christmas Eve, Eve – A Messy Christmas Eve
The Christmas Story
December 24: Christmas Eve - Welcome Home (Birth)
Lessons and Carols

December 26: The First Sunday After Christmas – Lost at Home
1 Samuel 2:18-20; Luke 2:41-52
January 2: The Second Sunday after Christmas – The Light of Home
Jeremiah 31:7-14 and John 1: 1-18
January and February Crossbeams will be together in one and
mailed out mid January. Have a wonderful holiday season

Advent Study
This year’s Advent Study will be held on and Sunday
afternoons at 4 pm (except for Sunday, Dec 12), Tuesday
evening at 7:30 via zoom, and
Wednesday mornings at 10
am in the Gathering Room.
This will begin on Sunday,
November 28th. Even if you
don’t feel like reading the
materials, come and join in
the discussion of Mary Had a
Baby. An Advent Bible Study
Based on African American
Spirituals, written by Marilyn
E. Thornton.
The four spirituals
featured in Mary Had a
Baby are “Mary Had a Baby,”
“Rise Up Shepherd and
Follow,” “Children, Go Where
I Send Thee, “ and “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.” You
may purchase this from Cokesbury or Amazon.

MERRY, MERRY, MERRY CHRISTMAS
And a big thank you from our ETC team (and our planet!)

Wow, you guys are amazing - we have rescued SO MUCH this month that
otherwise would have been destined for the landfill. ETC is very, very proud of all
your efforts to keep our little corner of the world a bit greener.
Books, bottle & jar caps galore, bread tags, batteries, crayons, electrical and
computer cords, keys, ink jet cartridges, glasses, hearing aids, cell phones, yarn,
unused greeting cards, medicine bottles with caps, corks (cheers!), art and craft
supplies, school supplies, musical instruments, sheet music, LPs - all were taken to
SCARCE (info@scarce.org) last month to be re-homed or re-used in creative and
beneficial ways.
This month when you begin your decorating and find yourself with Christmas lights that don't work (and you know you will!), bring them to our ETC corner we're not done with them yet!
Wishing you a wonderful holiday -

The Green Team

Homebound December 2021
Today as I sat in church for All Saints Day I had a variety of emotions. If you were in church or watching the service
you heard the many names of those Saints we have lost this year.
I wish I could have known everyone of them, but I didn’t. We lost many people who have been on our Homebound
list. A few years ago, I was involved in a Bible Study at Rittenhouse and I got to be with Alice Kroening, Jackie
Hillsamer, and Romona Hay would come over to be with us. Oh, how I learned from those sweet ladies.
Betty Emigh was so delightful when I had the opportunity to visit with her. Marcella Ratcliffe was a member of my
P.E.O chapter and she always called me to remind me about our meetings. She couldn’t see very well but she did a
great job of contacting people and was another sweet voice that I enjoyed talking to.
Harry Johnson came to decorate the church for Christmas one year and I had a really nice time talking with him.
I look at the name of Billy Nickelson and remember he and Jane always contacted individuals to prepare for
communion, and they cleaned up after communion Sundays. Phil Conaway never missed a Sunday taking his job as
usher very seriously, and how we all enjoyed him being there for the congregation.
I always like to sit in the back of church and in front of me, a father and mother figure for me sat, Jeanette and Ralph
Leonard. Ralph was a tease, he loved to make people laugh. Every Sunday he would say to me, “Judy, Judy, Judy” and
of course I laughed - it never got old.
On numerous Madrigals Rob McGrew helped serve food and did the lifting of hot pans out of the oven. He truly was
a chef and a person who you loved to be around.
I only knew Scott Allen through his pictures and how wonderful action shots he took at sporting events. I have those
pictures which I really cherish especially since they were pictures of my daughter.
Vera Woodruff was another special lady who was very generous and loved our church.

Our church just like our homes need fixing up and constant maintenance and the person who was the jack of all trades
was Verne Hixon. I can’t believe we are able to keep the doors open without him. There aren’t enough words of
praise I can say about Verne. He was a person who just knew when something around the church needed to be done.
As we begin Advent and prepare for Christmas, it will be a sad time not having those that we lost this year, but we also
have wonderful memories of their lives and what they meant to us.
Maybe we need to ask ourselves are we the Saints of the church for future generations?
In 1980, I attended a Valentine Tea, and the speaker happened to be Rev. Tom Rough and I was so impressed that
within the year I became a member of the church. Rev Rough baptized both of our daughters and visited me in the
hospital after I had Courtney and later sent Janet, his wife to visit. He also was with me in the hospital for one of her
surgeries. That meant a lot. A few years later he became my sister’s minister in Muncie. I had the opportunity to be in
their church when my niece became a member and what a delight it was for me.
Maybe I need to thank Rev. Rough for his support because if I hadn’t become a member, I might not have met all the
individuals I wrote about.
Yes, we lost a lot of members but we still have many friends at home or in retirement facilities. If you need a list, you
may contact me by phone 219-363-0103 or email at judycommers@gmail.com or call the church office.
Thanks to all of you for going the Extra Mile for this church, just like the Saints did.
Have a Blessed Advent!

Judy Commers

Our Paper Quilt

Each Worship Service during September & October focused
on a question as we looked at how we fit together as a church.
Each person was given a quilt piece per service and asked to
answer a question. Those pieces were then formed onto this
paper quilt.
Come, see who we are.

