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It's harvest time in God's creation! The apples,
peaches, cherries, and grapes are all ripe and
delicious this time of year. Join us for a special Messy
Church celebrating the fruits of creation as we learn
more about the fruits of spirit!

Thursday, September 21

6:00-7:30 PM

Share a meal, activities, and worship together.
Messy Church is church... but different!

All are Welcome. Always.

Worship Notes

September 10

September 17

September 24

In September we will move into a worship series called
Come to the Table. In this series, we hear the call to dine
with Jesus — an invitation that means much more than a
simple eating experience. It never was with Jesus. The
table was the place where he fed people, and also
challenged them to acts of hospitality that reflect God's
way. When we say “yes” to the place at Christ's table, we
accept a way of life that embraces God’s definition of

k . love, peace, grace, and joy. Our texts for the month will

come from the books of Romans, Philippians, and

§ Matthews.

September 3  Come to The Table of Hospitality
Scripture
Romans 12: 9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
Theme Jesus' lesson at the last supper was
clear: the meal of the Kin-dom of God is
for ALL.

Come to The Table of Love

Scripture

Theme

Romans 13:8-14

Matthew 18:15-20

The litmus test for Jesus was simply love.
What does that love look like for us?

Come to The Table of Peace

Scripture

Theme

Romans 14: 1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

Accountability and forgiveness are on the menu at
God'’s table. How do we find merciful ways to deal
with one another despite our differences.

Come to The Table of Grace

Scripture

Theme

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20: 1-16

God'’s table is one of plenty! God decides how much
to give and gives more than we can ever imagine;
more grace than we expect. Indeed, at God'’s pot-luck
of grace, even the last in line have more than enough
to eat!



Sept ember

Ho me b ou

The other morning, |l went out walking ar
caused by the Canadian fires but just a
due to visibility. It was such a refres
| ooked up and thought of God. Then | tF
are in a fogh whent weGadni n prayer or re
even though | was wal king in one. He i s
the week or the year.

I al so heard an airplane as | wal ked anct
side, I can see the pdl. aneBanmdl ohbdar dhg:
| sin t hat si miHeari st calGuads ther® 6fee as b
(most of the td& mmgan Thiatt adlele stacm hi m and
sage. I i mmedi ately am drawn to thd h
come to the garden alone while the dew i
i ng on my ear, the Son of God discl ose.
me, and he tells me | am his own, and th
has everol lgmoiwtn.comforting to know he 1is
Thanks to all of you for your fellowshig
thanks to our friends who are wunable to
ance have helped us become better Christ
I f yotu Haowe a | ist of our Homebound fri:
219668103 or by email: judycommer s @g mai |
May you continue wal king and talking wit
Much Love,

Judy Commer s

umMC 101!

| f it has been awhile since you were con
pated in a Lay Servant Academy <c¢class or
commen t a b ou t J 0 h n AFR‘EEAser;\inar f;)r aIICIeréy aAnd_Laity of th; North District.
go huh?, then_ dO_ CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS PROVIDED
t u nl t y Of a I I f et I SOUTH BEND CLAY UMC, CHURCH OF THE 1
youdn September 16 tmyie S e
UMC in South Bend o AM-17 P (B o pm (1)
Four Seasons in La :
sons there will ©be T!WC/O/
odism 101 <class ta :
than the Rev Dr . with Rev. Dr. Marti Lundy
. PARTICIPANTS WILL
P a S t 0 r N a n C y W I | I ¢ Learn about the one tl'win'g th.atjohn Wesley never did.
session if anyone | etruceurs Rasiiiths I e
. . ¢ Leave inspired and informed about who we are called
T h e r e g | S t r a t | 0 n I to be andpwhat connects us together!
https://inumc. sSwoOo( September 16, 2023
umc10191623
North District Lay Servant A
Al of us are called through&owmgbapgi sninni &tnpogtr i
j ust clergy and their &f afneieli easd e cBuwad eokfnteemnd w meet ddboc
UMC of fers tralnlng around the state throughout
nect to others, gain knowledge and skill s, and gr
of the worl d. Thistraining wi || be availabl e thi
I f this is your firdslht mneene tt(mkshgrta by asaki ygoul nt
Cour se. I'n tBds scoueseandoempl oy your personal S |
the worth of servant |l eader shi p, and &b eac oGrRE ArTo ost t¢
point for JelvOedhlfytoemre WVM®Bu take the basic course, you
feel wildl be valuable for your situation, or you
cCoufrtsaeugh by D-etnhes ef dPlalrkwirng cl asses will be offe

Embraci ng PerisPemgalT emrhaweer
PreachiiPragstlor Tom Cl ar k
PreachiiPragst2or Wayne Wil l i ams
Fun wi thPa&otldrt yMi ke Settl es
Justice i n iEMieke d@ryi Li f e

Classes are $15, plus the cost of the designated

ht t ps:/ / www. i numc. orHopérimé nggygitady® 2 FhAmededmy € 8 6

ion is open 'fowltabsesgwi $épt akizeH | G eo mn

Registrati
9/10, 9/17, 9/24, and 10/ 1.


https://inumc.swoogo.com/umc10191623
https://inumc.swoogo.com/umc10191623
https://www.inumc.org/ministries/resources-for-clergy/2023-lay-servant-academy-dates/

From The North Di c

As we move into the future of our <congre
tion there i%Weoneedoastanbhe eRawr sbhin p.Ke
of fering a district | eadership Sseteu dwh atth at
to say about it. While most of these ses
those in the choir, | hope that others i
grow in | eadershPpsaonod 8anogction
Ms John Maxewedrdytshiyrsg ri ses aoPasfsalolhnaten
gaged | eaders are absolutely necessary i
|l am assuming you already knew that! To
your churches, | am ifntvriotnegde ry oloi€ htdos rjwohilinp .
ries of Zoom discussions | ed by me aroun
than you purchasing your own book(s). Sh
atyou pick! This training is offered wit
|l f you could use a |ittle encouragement
ship,thenger bieadjeusthifpor you!

There are three tiers of participation:
Good show up for the Zoom discussion
Better show up for the Zoom discussi
BEST! ! show up f orwitthhe a otoam mlifsrcaum sy

has already read the book/discussed and

i nsi ghCasn! you tell Il really want you to ¢

The schedule and books:

Monday Septie-@8™hh@0 ABManaBT ng Towah sii maimoms d

Bridges

Wednesday O t80I8dr plHp.e eEdT odSt Ephein M. R. C

Wednesday Noyve8mBer plitta.n oEeT ng t he&b yMoTuondt aBiol

singer

Register by eweam.iddeapg@iBEwvwmwd.oorr gt o each ses
attending. She wil|l get you the Zoom | in
| hope you and your team will join me as
our churches can be stronger in our witn
Peace,

Rev Dr . KentoA. Lundy, PFG

Greetings Bell R

I would Iike to remind everyone that bel
Music room. | hope to have a good year a
pieces and some that we have not done f or
I want to invite anyone who is interestec
you have any questions you can emai l

| f
(219)4 BIT5.

George
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ND LIVE MUSIC EVENT
THE ARCHER FAMILY
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Sponsoring The Crossb
Karen & Al et a
Hell o, Greetings of smiles frort
Il ndiana. | | ove and enjoy spenc
and making new friends. Il |l ove
|l ove butterflies. People call r
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fand my faith in God I I ove t al
wal ker and | ove toy playing wit
games with my parents. I do a |
mal s, swimming, reading, nappi:r
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pl aces b®cansexcitting new adventure with
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Soup Kitchen New:
The Downtown Soup Kitchen at First United Methodi
Heal t hcare Foundation, The Unity Foundation, and
First UMC face the challenge of serving meals 5 d
o..o
HEALTHCARE Y+ . :
FOUNDATION Unity Foundation
LA PORTE of La Porte County
QDUNELAND
HEALTH COUNCIL
Di shin i n the Kit
Here are the statistics we have for July:
Meal s were served 21 days

S

- u have any fresh veg:i

|l ove your donation.

KITCHEN u have canned fruit
l i ke to donate we Wwi

sever al regul ar attendees, including s o0me
l i es. Several youth members are taking f
pool party for the & ohudrme wiih | Jibley hel Hi mdl
iting youth group at our church at the er
Trust@tersiis informed us that our church re
tion for our air conditioning project. E
are being identified and quote adjustment
our church will have a car s liirw itsoe rbse naenfdi
erog, t wi | | consist of a car show and musi
proper paperwork, as well as handling t he
United WomeAni hcEattbham social for "o melnl
women are invited, not just Methodist wort
Soup Ki$Sehemiing a new director is a top p
ally need more volunteers as wel/l Si x t
Mi ssion StatMemelmty eve'niantg,7:J0u0l yp nL 7wi | | be
meeting. We wi | | meet | nd® pneirsssoino n os tweotrekm

BEdm@ounheel members suggested t

Nomi nati ng
f o

me mber s rr possible committee assignment
Tom®B®i en, Peggy Chapman, Steve McClatche
Bl ack, Nancy Noble, Kris Proll, Pam Jenks
Scott and/or Felicia Thomas, Susan Hawks,
Cassler. These names wil|l be forwarded 1t
mittee chairperson

A District Together Conf'dirnenacepawnwik |i nbePlhye
wi || be participating.

By September, we wil/l need to have the fc¢c
Leadership teams

Sal ari es

Al | reports

Charge conference will be held at our c¢hi
Future Ad Council meet i'mmds Svdpdtlerbleer olhl Al
Judy adjourned the meeting at 8:20pm.

Respectfully
Dottie Evett

submitted,



Mi nutes of the Administrative C SOUD KltChen NeW
First United Met hodi st Church, \"

The members and friends of First United Methodi s
Monday, June 12, 202 3, via Za for dedaeedDowntown Soup Kitchen was established
and the biblical mandaete nuombkeedft meahsngeyved t
ber of livesthouchmhber amfd volunteers whose [|ives
Members Present: Chairperson Judy Commer Work in the kitchen are countless.
Johnsen, Trish Johnsen, Deb Reason, Anni € <Thyough the years the need has increased aTfletshe
Members Absent : Pastor Nancy Ni chol s, Yy !(itchen serveshmorg.tﬂanlmt:]haelsgohr;;\s_oeur.svlceeds(tIkp])ionpduilvaitdiuganl
nel | | and Karen Lyness ing poor, or who alSéndew enp iemi lcu ese numbe|
Judy called the meeting to order at 7:00¢ Purilngfthg.past year as we have Sloughtl OkutISIde f
. i i oca unding organizations were ess ikely to
LoviAgi sh shared an opening prayer 501c¢3, not for profit, organization. To honor th
FinanciaNoReppor: was given. I A A S TR SRR,
Chris made a moti on 'tho naupt perso vaen dt e Awaarsi Is 501c3 for theAshbaoaprkiodfchenrectors was establishe
At ter a spelling correction was made, the g]ﬁumfggﬂmrlngmblenrlt\l(amlmmbe?nad;tadn\mr?)?fdt%urupcr:)ljrcchomamcucnolutnytan|
stention due to the me mb e r hot having rev nofteprr of i t st at usWhirloem tthhee psrtoactees.s of becoming a !
Leading OufifCcmmirtcthee Reports that we can continue this rich | egacy of-tisme vy alel
. . and young adult, has ToimtBDe enoiirosk flant heex membdr of t
St af f Pastor P &@reibs u p@@ammidt tt ehnee: counci l me
As of May 19, the church office wild@ be ¢ The board was advised to separate the name of th
hired to work with the church business me the church because | ocal funding organizations h
tracking, and financi al reporting. @ hHaevre cauéé .they give to one thequheavtpoatrod gad fv ed it rheec tsoarne
tilize Am for t his t e of wor k Trist ecumenl_cal nature of the soup kltchen_, and to ho
u : y yp . - . Soup Kitchen for many years and continued to ser
appointed to serve at M. C. First United M combined during the pandemic, has decided to na
commented on the passing of Erik Tannehil Soup Kitchen.
community. Because of his passing, we ne _ _
Jenna Goodwell, our custodian, is also wc E:Ieg:n \Evgs hf'cfr dtehaeth[')OWE' IS
until a new director is found. A ch¢frimr become fi nasnucsitaalilnyi nsge la
basis to _createtrlhetnuasnnu@m Xwmd erlence, Pa its outreach into the
Pastor Trish accepted reappmntments to N st amldone entity that w
Finally, Pastor Nancy is on vacation the tion TO(rj tthose Wh0|WIS er -
. vice industry, a place Iu -
Children, Yout h, amdi shmregoMi edst haesit trition for those who e
mont h Those who attended the Rain Gutte where thoseewkovang st
to talk with visitors about VBS an@9Meawy Vices may meet with th
is for all ages. Messy Chhur cSht awitliln gmeient Tanneh-"
Church wil | move to the third Thursday of It will take some time i a-
the church nursery is open again and the tionship W::I WOL:(’ S Kt h de
cisions wi ena e
as a nursery wor ker . We have a few volu_r soup kitchen Whmlehufneger Oup I C enlnc
adUIt |f needed. In the fall, the p|an | peop|e and moving into
dren that wil/l meet during part of the mc
iI's going well. The ol der youth greudpycor 8



GREEN TEAM NEWS Mi nutes of the Administrative C

't has been a really busy month he First United Methodist Church, N
Monday, July 17, 2023

Our big, exciting news is thatthwankhsavto bh

stance and with extreme generosity, St. [

dren's | ibrary in its Tehnetsier edtoyn attoe do ucrh i bl odc Members Present: Pastor Nancy Nichol s |

home to kids in our community to have for mers, Yvonne Bancroft, Joyce Dalton, Kar.

; ren Lyness, Annie Trout

Members Absent: Kat hy Granzow, Deb Reas:
Judy called the meeting to order at 7:07
church.
The first i1item on the agenda was a discu:
Soup Kitchen and First United Methodist
Moti ohoyce moved that Pastor Nancy and ASs
sion to write the Unity Foundation Grant

the Ad Counci l
Moti o€h2is moved that we allow the Pasto
municate with the Ad Council for final aj
L vote was favorabl e
whaa i jlu stat ¢ ) )
as thwehan( Next item on the agenda was the writing
onorary Gr. First Church. After a |l engthy discussi o
thing in which the whole church body sho
member s/ attendees devel oping these goal
pl anning stages
The next two Ad Counci l Zoom méendngsepha
ber'M1
Charge Conference wi"ll be held October 7

Joyce made an adjournment motion at 8: 16

Respectfully submitted,
Dottie Evett
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badlwétt went to Wednesdays in the Park
hool, and all were eXxtiiwad Bogcbkhabtswatyl
hool-wgeael ebrated with books and browni
e mor e Aftuhne trheicnygc| i ng etsfh ehass rboeneen o tahgeg
eener Deb Reason who took it upon her s
i ng R¥om.can bring yo-uopnuoewaetdedtamd
ey ragoultar ISCARCE. org.) Many t htaammkege d Del
ok the huge collection of batteri e'seat,o
am! ! |

Let' s keep do-icrogneoyroilni tutsi!e bit
Bev, Thrine, Deb, Kat hy, Felicia, Claudi
tance), and Scot too
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