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 Nancyôs Notes  
 
A rainy, cool breeze blew through my window early this morning, or perhaps it was late 
last night...  Actually, it was a damp, cold wind, and I was chilled.  My lightweight sum-
mer bedding was not enough to keep me warm, and neither was Licorice - whose little 
body, even when a deadweight, does not provide a ton of body heat! 
 

Even though I have all kinds of access to weather apps on my phone, the weather per-
son on the news, and the tell-tale arthritis ache of my knees and ankles, I was not ready 
for the chill. One sheet and a cotton quilt were not quite enough!  But, by grabbing an 
afghan and curling up a bit tighter under the quilt, I warmed up enough to sleep until the 
alarm went off a couple of hours later.  
 

How often do we face things that we are not quite ready to face - struggles at work, prob-
lems with relationships, illness, or catastrophic events - and somehow find our way 
through them?  How?  What kinds of resources do we have to face the unexpected, the  
unpredictable, or even those things that we know are coming but we are not quite pre-
pared for?   
 

Resilience is built when we 

¶ Igv"eqppgevgf0"Dwknfkpi"uvtqpi."rqukvkxg"tgncvkqpujkru"ykvj"nqxgf"qpgu"cpf"htkgpfu"
ecp"rtqxkfg"{qw"ykvj"pggfgf"uwrrqtv."iwkfcpeg"cpf"ceegrvcpeg"kp"iqqf"cpf"dcf"
vkogu0"000 
¶ Ocmg"gxgt{"fc{"ogcpkpihwn0000 

¶ Ngctp"htqo"gzrgtkgpeg0000 

¶ Tgockp"jqrghwn0"000 
¶ Vcmg"ectg"qh"qwtugnxgu0000 

¶ Ctg "rtqcevkxg0 
 

Cpf"tguknkgpeg"ku"dwknv"yjgp"yg"uvtgpivjgp"qwt"hckvj"eqppgevkqpu"vjtqwij"yqtujkr."uvwf{."
ugtxkeg."cpf"ikxkpi0 "Fqgu"vjku"uqwpf"cp{vjkpi"nkmg"qwt"ogodgtujkr"xqyuA"Lwuv"c"tgokpf/
gt"-"yjgp"yg"lqkp"vjg"ejwtej"yg"xqy"vo faithfully participate in the life and ministries 
of our local congregation through our prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness.   
 
 
During the month of October we will examine each of these aspects of member-
ship as we begin to envision what 2024 will look like for us.  Join us! 
 

Shalom, 

Pastor Nancy 
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September Homebound 
 
 
The other morning, I went out walking and it was such a foggy day.  Now it was not 
caused by the Canadian fires but just a typically foggy day like a school fog delay 
due to visibility.  It was such a refreshing moisty beginning to the day.  As I walked, I 
looked up and thought of God.  Then I thought more of the fact that maybe our lives 
are in a fog when we donôt go to God in prayer or reflection.   God was in the fog 
even though I was walking in one.  He is still there for us no matter the time, the day, 
the week or the year. 
 
I also heard an airplane as I walked and somedays when it is bright and sunny out-
side, I can see the plane and other days I canôt.  But I hear the sound of the plane.  
Isnôt that similar to God ï He is always there for us but we canôt see or hear him 
(most of the time).  That doesnôt mean that we canôt talk to him and listen for a mes-
sage.   I immediately am drawn to the hymn:   In the Garden.  The first verse is: ñI 
come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses, and the voice I hear fall-
ing on my ear, the Son of God disclose.  And he walks with me, and he talks with 
me, and he tells me I am his own, and the joy we share as we tarry there, none other 
has ever known.ò  Isnôt it comforting to know he is with us always. 
 
Thanks to all of you for your fellowship and commitment to our church.  Also, many 
thanks to our friends who are unable to attend church but who through their guid-
ance have helped us become better Christians. 
 
If you donôt have a list of our Homebound friends, please contact me by phone at: 
219-363-0103 or by email:  judycommers@gmail.com 
May you continue walking and talking with God, 
 
Much Love, 
Judy Commers 
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UMC 101! 

If it has been awhile since you were confirmed, took a membership class, or partici-
pated in a Lay Servant Academy class or if when Pastors Nancy or Trish make a 
comment about John Wesley and you 
go huh?, then do we have the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime, or at least a year, for 
you!  On September 16th at either Clay 
UMC in South Bend or Church of the 
Four Seasons in Lake of the Four Sea-
sons there will be a FREE United Meth-
odism 101 class taught by none other 
than the Rev. Dr. Marti Lundy.   
 

Pastor Nancy will be attending the early 
session if anyone wants to tag along. 
The registration link can be found here: 
https://inumc.swoogo.com/
umc10191623  

 
North District Lay Servant Academy 

All of us are called through our baptism to participate in Christôs ongoing ministry in the world ð not 
just clergy and their families. But often, we donôt feel adequate, and we donôt know what to do. The 
UMC offers training around the state throughout the year, training opportunities that help you to con-
nect to others, gain knowledge and skills, and grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. This training will be available this fall at Hebron UMC. 
  
If this is your first time taking a class, youôll need to start by taking Introduction to Lay Ministry: Basic 
Course. In this course, youôll discover and employ your personal spiritual gifts as God intended, learn 
the worth of servant leadership, and become rooted in good spiritual practices. Itôs a GREAT starting 
point for everyone 18 ï 108! After you take the basic course, you are free to take other classes that you 
feel will be valuable for your situation, or you can pursue a specific certification. In addition to the basic 
course--taught by Denise Parker-- the following classes will be offered: 
  

Embracing Personal Prayer ï Peg Tenhave 
Preaching 1 ï Pastor Tom Clark 
Preaching 2 ï Pastor Wayne Williams 
Fun with Polity ï Pastor Mike Settles 
Justice in Everyday Life ï Mike Grib 

  
Classes are $15, plus the cost of the designated text. For more class and registration information, go 
to: 
 https://www.inumc.org/ministries/resources-for-clergy/2023-lay-servant-academy-dates/ 

Registration is open now through September 8
th
. Classes will take place on Sundays from 2-5 pm on 

9/10, 9/17, 9/24, and 10/1.  

https://inumc.swoogo.com/umc10191623
https://inumc.swoogo.com/umc10191623
https://www.inumc.org/ministries/resources-for-clergy/2023-lay-servant-academy-dates/


 

From The North District   
As we move into the future of our congregation, district, conference, and denomina-
tion there is one constant.  We need strong leadership.  The Rev. Dr. Kent Lundy is 
offering a district leadership study that is made available to all of us.  See what he has 
to say about it. While most of these sessions are on Wednesday evenings, leaving out 
those in the choir, I hope that others in the congregation will take the opportunity to 
grow in leadership and connection.  Pastor Nancy 
 

ñAs John Maxwell says, ñeverything rises and falls on leadership.ò Passionate and en-
gaged leaders are absolutely necessary in order to bring vitality to your churches. But 
I am assuming you already knew that! To encourage you to be stronger leaders within 
your churches, I am invited you to join me for ñStronger Leadership.ò This will be a se-
ries of Zoom discussions led by me around the following books. There is no cost other 
than you purchasing your own book(s). Sharing a book is ok too! Attend one, some or 
alléyou pick! This training is offered with the blessing of the North District Ops Team. 

  
If you could use a little encouragement and time of good thinking around your leader-
ship, then ñStronger Leadershipò is just for you! 

  
There are three tiers of participation: 

  
            Good: show up for the Zoom discussion without reading the book 

            Better: show up for the Zoom discussion by yourself after reading the book 

            BEST!!: show up for the Zoom discussion with a team from your church that 
has already read the book/discussed and let the Zoom discussion deepen your 
insights! (Can you tell I really want you to get a group reading TOGETHER?!?!?!) 

  
The schedule and books: 

   
Monday September 18th, 7-8:30 p.m. ET ñManaging Transitionsò William and Susan 
Bridges 

  
Wednesday October 25th, 7-8:30 p.m. ET ñSpeed of Trustò Stephen M.R. Covey 

  
Wednesday November 15th, 7-8:30 p.m. ET ñCanoeing the Mountainsò by Tod Bol-
singer 

  
Register by emailing Eva (eva.goeb@inumc.org) prior to each session you plan on 
attending. She will get you the Zoom link. 

 I hope you and your team will join me as we make our leadership stronger, so that 
our churches can be stronger in our witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

 Peace, 

 Rev. Dr. Kent A. Lundy, PFGò 

 

Greetings Bell Ringers 
 

 

I would like to remind everyone that bells will start up on September 6th at 5:45 in the 
Music room. I hope to have a good year and a fun time. We will be doing some familiar 
pieces and some that we have not done for quite some time. 

 

I want to invite anyone who is interested in playing bells to come and give it a try. 

 

If you have any questions you can email me at gpjenks@comcast.net or call me at 
(219) 873-4995. 

 

George 
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Sundayôs Worship Service Online  
 
Please follow our Sunday Morning worship on both Facebook and YouTube.  Or 

at least like us!  That will make it easier for others to find us,  especially on YouTube. We 
need 100 subscribers on YouTube to make it easier to find. Share & invite others to like 
and share. 

YouTube  
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIoFHsIGJJH17_YTCcprXHw 

 
Facebook Live at 9:30am 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCMC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsoring The Crossbeams 

 
If you would like to sponsor the Crossbeams in hon-
or or memory of someone or something, please let 
Cindy know. Cindy will discuss with you what you 
would like in it. The cost is $150. There is a signup 
sheet on the Welcome Center in the Gathering 
Room.  
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Please note that all articles for 
the Crossbeams are due by the 

15th of every month.  

Our Worship       
Services are at 
9:30am every     
Sunday. In person & 
online 

 

Messy Moment 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Back To School Sunday And Blessing Of The Backpacks 



 

 
 

 

Sponsoring  The Crossbeams This Month Is 
Karen & Aleta 

 
 
Hello, Greetings of smiles from Aleta Ailes. I am from Chesterton 
Indiana. I love and enjoy spending time with family, friends, pets 
and making new friends. I love to make people laugh and smile. I 
love butterflies. People call me a social butterfly because I love 
talking and getting to know people. I love sharing my happiness 
and my faith in God. I love taking walks with God. I am a dog 
walker and love toy playing with my cats. I love to play card 
games with my parents. I do a lot of drawing. I love nature, ani-
mals, swimming, reading, napping, writing, going on picnics and 
going to the movies. I love trying new things and going to new 

places because itôs an exciting new adventure with God. I feel ever so grateful for the 
time we spend together on Sunday mornings. With all of my heart thank you for sharing 
your love and time and joy of God. I love you a lot 1st UMC. It is always such a bless-
ing and a joy to my heart to see all of you at church!  
 
With all of my love, care and appreciation. Butterfly hugs and smiles and prayers for all 
forever Amen! 
From your church family and friend in Jesus name, 
Aleta Ailes 
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Soup Kitchen News 
 
The Downtown Soup Kitchen at First United Methodist Church was awarded grant monies from LaPorte 
Healthcare Foundation, The Unity Foundation, and Duneland Health Council.  These grants will help 
First UMC face the challenge of serving meals 5 days a week! Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dishin in the Kitchen 
 

Here are the statistics we have for July: 

Meals were served 21 days  
 

 
3364 served meals 
850 volunteer hours 
additional pounds of food  given to guests 
 
If you have any fresh vegetables the soup kitchen 
would love your donation. 
If you have canned fruit or vegetables that you 
would like to donate we will take those as well. 
Thank you 
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several regular attendees, including some who are not part of our Sunday morning fami-
lies.  Several youth members are taking part in the summer choir on Wednesdays.  A 
pool party for the youth will be held at Bevôs home in July.  Finally, we are hosting a vis-
iting youth group at our church at the end of July. 

Trustees:  Chris informed us that our church received a $5,000 grant from the Founda-
tion for our air conditioning project.  Because we only have $30,000 to spend, priorities 
are being identified and quote adjustments are being requested.  On September 23

rd
, 

our church will have a car show to benefit the Archers.  Entitled ñCruisers and Croon-
ersò, it will consist of a car show and musical performances.  A committee is filing the 
proper paperwork, as well as handling the talent search. 

United Women in Faith:  An ice cream social for women will be held August 3
rd
.  All 

women are invited, not just Methodist women. 

Soup Kitchen:  Securing a new director is a top priority.  Kathy commented that they re-
ally need more volunteers as well.  Six helpers per day would be ideal. 

Mission Statement:  Monday evening, July 17
th
, at 7:00 pm will be our next Ad Council 

meeting.  We will meet in person to work on our churchôs mission statement. 

Nominating Committee:  Ad Council members suggested the following list of church 
members for possible committee assignments: Lisa Krause, John and/or Karen Nagy, 
Tom OôBrien, Peggy Chapman, Steve McClatchey, Pam Voss, Martha Black, Thrine 
Black, Nancy Noble, Kris Proll, Pam Jenks, Jim Cross, Karen Burnside, Dalton Hawks, 
Scott and/or Felicia Thomas, Susan Hawks, Nancy Trout, Beth McSpaden, and Sue 
Cassler. These names will be forwarded to Pastor Nancy who is the Nominating Com-
mittee chairperson. 

A District Together Conference will be held August 12
th
 in a park in Plymouth.  Our choir 

will be participating. 

By September, we will need to have the following finalized: 

Leadership teams 
Salaries 
All reports  

Charge conference will be held at our church on October 7, 2023. 

Future Ad Council meetings will be  on August 14
th
 and September 11, 2023. 

Judy adjourned the meeting at 8:20pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dottie Evett 



 

Minutes of the Administrative Council Meeting 

First United Methodist Church, Michigan City, IN 

Monday, June 12, 2023, via Zoom 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson Judy Commers, Dottie Evett, Kathy Granzow, Chris 
Johnsen, Trish Johnsen, Deb Reason, Annie Trout and Ex Officio Joe Stewart 

Members Absent:  Pastor Nancy Nichols, Yvonne Bancroft. Joyce Dalton, Karen Dur-
nell, and Karen Lyness 

Judy called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

Loving:  Trish shared an opening prayer. 

Financial Report:  No report was given. 

Chris made a motion to approve the April 17
th
 minutes and it was seconded by Kathy.  

After a spelling correction was made, the minutes were approved. There was one ab-
stention due to the member not having reviewed the minutes. 

Leading Our Church ï Committee Reports 

Staff Pastor Parish Committee:  Deb updated the council members on several items.  
As of May 19, the church office will be closed on Fridays. A part time employee was 
hired to work with the church business manager, Amy Petri, on data entry, grant fund 
tracking, and financial reporting.   Her salary is a cost saving because we donôt have to 
utilize Amy for this type of work.  Trish has obtained her local pastor license and was 
appointed to serve at M.C. First United Methodist Church as Associate Pastor. Deb 
commented on the passing of Erik Tannehill and the loss it is to our church and the 
community.  Because of his passing, we need to look for a new Soup Kitchen Director.  
Jenna Goodwell, our custodian, is also working part time overseeing the soup kitchen 
until a new director is found.  A chef in the community has volunteered on a short-term 
basis to create menus. On June 11

th
 at annual conference, Pastor Nancy and Associate 

Pastor Trish accepted reappointments to Michigan City First United Methodist Church. 
Finally, Pastor Nancy is on vacation the week of 6/11/2023. 

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:   Trish reported that it has been a very busy 
month.  Those who attended the Rain Gutter Regatta loved it and it gave her a chance 
to talk with visitors about VBS and Messy Church.  This year VBS is June 26-29, and it  
is for all ages.  Messy Church will meet on Friday, July 7

th
.  Starting in August, Messy 

Church will move to the third Thursday of each month.  Trish was happy to share that 
the church nursery is open again and  the SPPRC Committee approved paying Cindy 
as a nursery worker.  We have a few volunteers prepared to join her as the  second 
adult if needed.  In the fall, the plan is to begin offering Sunday School for young chil-
dren that will meet during part of the morning worship service.  Wednesdays in the Park 
is going well.  The older youth group continues to meet monthly with  

 

Soup Kitchen News 
 
The members and friends of First United Methodist Church have been feeding our community's hungry 
for decades.  The Downtown Soup Kitchen was established at First UMC as a response to public need 
and the biblical mandate to feed the hungry.  The number of meals served through our kitchen, the num-
ber of lives touched, and  the number of volunteers whose lives have been changed because of their 
work in the kitchen are countless.  
 
Through the years the need has increased and the number of meals served have increased.  The soup 
kitchen serves more than the unhoused population.  It also serves individuals who are among the work-
ing poor, or who are down on their luck.  Since the pandemic these numbers have increased.  
 
During the past year as we have sought outside funding for the soup kitchen, it became obvious that 
local funding organizations were less likely to support a church based ministry rather than a dedicated 
501c3, not for profit, organization. To honor those who established the soup kitchen at First UMC and 
the many individuals who have served in the soup kitchen, the administrative council made a thoughtful 
and prayerful decision to continue our missional outreach to the community through creating a separate 
501c3 for the soup kitchen.  A board of directors was established that has both church and community 
members.  This initial board, made up of community members Carol Spreitzer and Ron Bede, and 
church member Yvonne Bancroft,  has met with our church accountant, Amy Petri, and has applied for 
not-for-profit status from the state.  While the process of becoming a 501c3 may take awhile, it is a way 
that we can continue this rich legacy of service to the community. Dominic Yanke, a long-time volunteer 
and young adult, has since joined the board.  Tom OôBrien is an ex-officio member of the board as well. 
 
The board was advised to separate the name of the soup kitchen in official documents from the name of 
the church because local funding organizations have a history of limiting grant dollars to churches be-
cause óif they give to one they have to give the same to all.ô  The board of directors, wanting to honor the 
ecumenical nature of the soup kitchen, and to honor Erik Tannehill, who faithfully served at the St. Paul 
Soup Kitchen for many years and continued to serve at First UMC when the downtown soup kitchens 
combined during the pandemic, has decided to name the soup kitchen as the Tannehill Community 
Soup Kitchen.   
 
Prior to his death, Erik often shared that his 
dream was for the Downtown Soup Kitchen to 
become financially self-sustaining and to expand 
its outreach into the community by becoming a 
stand-alone entity that will be a place of educa-
tion for those who wish to work in the food ser-
vice industry, a place of gathering and good nu-
trition for those who eat there, and a place 
where those who are  receiving supportive ser-
vices may meet with their caseworkers around a 
common table. 
 
It will take some time to see how this new rela-
tionship will work, but we believe that these de-
cisions will enable us to continue housing the 
soup kitchen while feeding our cityôs hungry 
people and moving into the future. 
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GREEN TEAM NEWS  
It has been a really busy month here on the Green Team!   

 
Our big, exciting news is that we have books, books, books again - thanks to happen-
stance and with extreme generosity, St. Paul Lutheran Church School gave their chil-
dren's library in its entirety to our book ministry.  These donated childrens' books will go 
home to kids in our community to have for their very own.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many, many thanks to Donna who facilitated, and to Felicia and Scot who just         
happened to stop by the church as the packing and moving of the books began - what 
divine timing :)  :)   Thanks, Scot - you're now an honorary Greener on the Green Team 
too!   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
.   
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Minutes of the Administrative Council Meeting 

First United Methodist Church, Michigan City, IN 

Monday, July 17, 2023 

 

Members Present:  Pastor Nancy Nichols, Associate Pastor Trish Johnsen, Judy Com-
mers, Yvonne Bancroft, Joyce Dalton, Karen Durnell, Dottie Evett, Chris Johnsen, Ka-
ren Lyness, Annie Trout 

Members Absent:  Kathy Granzow, Deb Reason, Joe Stewart 

Judy called the meeting to order at 7:07 by offering a prayer.  This meeting was at the 
church. 

The first item on the agenda was a discussion about writing grants for the Downtown 
Soup Kitchen and First United Methodist Church.  Two motions were put forth. 

Motion I:  Joyce moved that Pastor Nancy and Associate Pastor Trish have permis-
sion to write the Unity Foundation Grant.  It was seconded by Chris and approved by 
the Ad Council. 

Motion 2:  Chris moved that we allow the Pastors to pursue grants provided they com-
municate with the Ad Council for final approval.  Joyce seconded the motion and the 
vote was favorable. 

Next  item on the agenda was the writing of goals, vision, and mission statements for 
First Church.  After a lengthy discussion, the Ad Council members felt this was some-
thing in which the whole church body should participate.  Plans for the whole church 
members/attendees  developing these goals, vision, and mission statements are in the 
planning stages.   

The next two Ad Council  Zoom meetings are scheduled for August 14
th
 and Septem-

ber 11
th
. 

Charge Conference will be held October 7
th
. 

Joyce made an adjournment motion at 8:16.  It was favorable. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dottie Evett 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

A basket-full went to Wednesdays in the Park on the Wednesday that our kids began 
school, and all were excited to choose their own.  It was a great way to start the new 
school year - we celebrated with books and brownies . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One more fun thing - the recycling elf has been tagged - she's none other than our 
Greener Deb Reason who took it upon herself to organize our ETC. corner in the Gath-
ering Room.  (You can bring your unwanted and no-longer-needed items to donate - 
they regularly go to SCARCE.org.) Many thanks, Deb, and to the yet un-tagged elf who 
took the huge collection of batteries to Kabelin or some other accepting facility.  Yea, 
team!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let's keep doing our little bit - come join us! 
Bev, Thrine, Deb, Kathy, Felicia, Claudia, Annie, Steve Mc., Karen, Dru (from a dis-
tance), and Scot too 
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